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Take Home Exam #3 
 
 

Instructions 
− This exam focuses on material from class sessions 

16-19, though it will require you to think through 
some material from earlier in the semester. 
 

− The end of this exam involves researching your 
debate topic and citing your sources.  
Make sure to bring the exam to class with you 
(as a hard copy or on a laptop) on the due date 
(May 1st) so you can use your prep work  
to inform your team’s strategy. 
 

− Matching and fill-in-the-blank questions are 1 
point each; short answer questions are 4 points. 
 

− Some questions may have more than one 
acceptable answer. Partial credit may be given. 

 

− The maximum score is 65 points.  
 

 

1A. Kant believes that we act ethically by carrying out 
___________ or obligations to follow moral rules. 

 

1B. He explained that each one of our actions 
reflects at least one ______________:   
his word for a rule, principle, or policy 
according to which one acts. 

 

1C. He also proposes that these rules  
we act upon function as __________________ 
(commands to act a certain way). 

 

1D. He specified that the moral rules we follow 
are ______________________________:  
they are absolutely unconditional,  
meaning there are no circumstances  
in which they do not apply to us. 

 

1E. His ‘no exceptions’ outlook was meant  
to eliminate any guess-work or 
_________________ in moral decision-making. 

 
3A. Kant’s Formula of __________________________ 

says that we should “always treat humanity . . . 
never simply as a means but always at the same 
time as an end.” 
 

3B. In other words, one mustn’t 
_____________________ another person, 
treating them like nothing more than a tool  
in the pursuit of one’s own plans. 

4A. Kant thought it was wrong to involve someone in 
a scheme without their proper consent, because it 
fails to respect that person’s ________________:  
their ability to use their own reason to make 
choices that determine the course of their life. 

 

4B. Some philosophers have applied Kant’s 
thinking on this matter in order to explain  
why we shouldn’t ________________ a person, 
viewing them exclusively as a sexual being and 
ignoring their thoughts, feelings, etc. 

 
5A. Kant’s theory says we must also sometimes be 

________________ to others, helping them achieve 
their own aspirations. 

 

5B. This is part of treating another person  
as a end in themself, or _______________ them  
as a rational being like oneself who is free  
to make their own choices. 

 
6. Explain Kant’s view on honesty. Also, choose 

another philosopher we studied and describe how 
their normative ethical theory differs from Kant’s 
in what it says about honesty. (Using an example 
might be especially helpful here!) 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
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7. _____________ ethics is the examination of the 
rightness/wrongness of specific actions/policies, 
using the insights of various normative ethical 
theories. 

 
8. Judith Jarvis Thomson illuminated the controversy 

over issues like abortion and euthanasia (assisted 
suicide) by demonstrating that _____________ is 
not always morally worse than ________________: 
utilitarian considerations of consequences can 
sometimes justify the opposite conclusion for 
particular cases. 

 
9A. Philippa Foot explained that it would be wrong 

for a surgeon to kill a healthy person even if it 
would save five lives through organ transplants, 
because the surgeon’s ______________ duty not to 
kill another human being is stronger (and more 
problematic to violate) than the _______________ 
duty to save lives when one is able to do so. 

 

9B. Meanwhile, a trolley driver who has to choose 
between letting the trolley kill five people on 
the track ahead or killing one person on the 
side track is forced to violate a ____________ 
duty not to kill.  

 
10A. In general, people tend to reason that one ought 

not to kill one to save five people in the 
________________ version of the Trolley Problem, 
but ought to kill one to save five people in the 
_________________ version. 
 

10B. In other words, they respond to “Bystander”  
as if following a _____________________ 
ethical principle, but respond to “Footbridge” 
as if obeying a ____________________ maxim. 

 
11A. Thomson suggests that people object more 

strongly to the _____________ killing of a human 
being by another human than to a death caused 
__________________ by an inanimate object. 

 

11B. In contrast to Thomson’s account, which 
focuses on the ____________________ people 
go through in trying to decide what is  
morally correct in each of the Trolley cases, 

 

11C. …Joshua Greene and colleagues say that 
people’s ________________ cause them  
to draw different conclusions about the 
 two cases. 

 

12. Iris Marion Young describes ______________ 
peoples as all those who, as a result of injustice 
experienced on the basis of their social group 
membership, “suffer some inhibition of their 
ability to develop & exercise their capacities  
and express their needs, thoughts, & feelings.” 

 
13A. Young argues that we should think of oppression 

as a _______________ phenomenon, meaning that 
it is insidiously built into the practices, policies, & 
institutions of well-meaning societies. 
 

13B. Oppression of this type is difficult to 
eradicate because it is deeply entrenched into 
society as a result of historical processes, such 
as the establishment of unconsciously-held 
____________________ about members of 
particular groups that subtly influence our 
behavior toward them. 

 
14A. Typically, when one group is oppressed,  

another is comparatively _______________, 
tending to hold advantages even individuals do 
not harbor hateful attitudes or intend to harm 
members of the oppressed group 

 

14B. Additionally, an oppressed group may not 
have a corresponding group that actively 
oppresses them, since social power structures 
are not always _____________ (operating in a  
one-to-one relationship). (2 possible answers) 

 
15A. The recognition that different systems of 

oppression (e.g. racism & sexism) can overlap  
and have combined effects on individual’s lives  
is called _________________________. 

 

15B.Young insists that no single form of 
oppression should be given 
“_______________________” over any other: 
they all are equally deserving of our attention 
and concern, especially because they can 
reinforce each other. 

 
15. Young emphasizes that we don’t get to choose 

our social group memberships: instead these are 
thrust upon us by our society, and we shape our 
individual _______________ in response to  
the social group(s) we find ourselves in. 
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16. Explain Young’s argument against those who 
believe that social groups must be eliminated in 
order to eliminate oppression. Do you agree with 
Young or her opponents (or neither), and why? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
For 17A-17E, match the example to the  
“face of oppression” it best aligns with. 
 

a. cultural imperialism    d. powerlessness 
b. exploitation                 e. violence 
c. marginalization 

 

17A.  _____ Elderly people may be excluded from 
voting in major elections because they 
cannot make it to public polling places. 

 

17B.  _____ Factory workers are often given no say in 
the policies of companies they work for. 
 

17C.  ____ Many transgender people live in fear that 
they will be assaulted because some 
people fear and/or irrationally hate them. 
 

17D.  _____ Businesses in the U.S. go crazy decorating 
for Christmas, but neglect the holiday 
traditions of non-Christians. 

 

17E.  _____ Poor people may be forced into jobs 
where their contributions to the economy 
serve to further enrich wealthy employers. 

17A. Young also advocates for ___________________, 
a view which denies that social group 
membership is based upon the unalterable,  
shared nature of group members. 

 

17B. This view helps to keep in focus the fact that 
social groups are ______________________:  
the diversity within a group may be as large 
(or even larger) than the perceived differences 
between groups. 

 
 
To prepare for the debate prep session with your 
teams on May 5th: 
 

− Read the article(s) linked on the website  
on the calendar the day for your debate. 
 

− Go to scholar.google.com to find  
at least 2 more articles on your topic.  
 

− Don’t just choose any two articles:  
click through the results for your search terms 
(and try different search terms for different 
results – email me if you’re having trouble 
figuring out what to search for)  
and identify articles that are clearly  
a) directly relevant to the views in question  
in your debate, and 
b) written in terms that you can understand 
without too much difficulty. 

 
In MLA format (consult bit.ly/citeinmla), write the 
citations for 2 of the articles you have found and plan 
to use to prepare for the debate (2 points each): 
 
1._____________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
2._____________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
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Using the recommended articles + those you found 
through PhilPapers, describe three reasons  
(3 points each) in support of the view your team  
is defending, including any factual evidence that can 
back those reasons: 
 
1._____________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
2._____________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 

 
3._____________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
Use the space below to jut down  
any additional notes of things you’d like to talk to 
your teammates about during the prep session, 
concerning the view your team is defending  
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Now describe three reasons in support of the view 
your opponents’ team is defending, including any 
factual evidence that can back those reasons: 
 
 
1._____________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
2._____________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 

3._____________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
Use the space below to jut down  
any additional notes of things you’d like to talk to 
your teammates about during the prep session, 
concerning the view your opponents’ team will defend.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**SCAN OR TAKE A PHOTO of these prep sheets so 
you can use them while I’m grading your exams!** 


