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Take Home Exam #2 
 
Instructions (Read Before Proceeding!) 
− Material for this exam is from class sessions 9-15. 
− Please write your answers clearly in the blanks 

provided for each question.  
− Matching & fill-in-the-blank questions are 1 point 

each; short answer questions are 4 points each. 
− Full credit on short answer questions is given only 

if you express your answers in your own words. 
− Some questions may have more than one 

acceptable answer. Partial credit may be given     
for answers that are on the right track. 

− If you’re not sure, guessing is better than leaving  
a question blank. The maximum score is 83 points. 

 
 
 

 
1. ___________________ ethics is the subfield of 

moral philosophy which develops practical 
standards for judging right & wrong actions. 

 
For 2A-2F,  
 

Ø Write D if the claim is descriptive,  
Ø and write N if the claim is normative. 
 

2A.  _____ Philosophy courses should be required 
in every college curriculum. 

 

2B.  _____ Philosophy encompasses  
a wide array of topics. 

 

2C.  _____ Reading, writing, and discussing 
philosophical views helps to improve 
one’s critical thinking skills. 

 

2D.  _____ Each student ought to complete their 8 
required discussion posts if they want 
to maximize their grade in the course. 

 

2E.  _____ It would be best for everyone in the 
class if every student participated in 
discussions and shared their ideas and 
perspectives. 

 

2F.  _____ It is fascinating to consider how many 
different philosophical views there are 
about commonplace ideas like free will 
and knowledge. 

 

3A. Since “noble and just actions…exhibit much 
variety and fluctuation”, Aristotle proposes that 
we try to formulate rough _________________ for 
how we ought to behave, rather than strict rules. 

 

3B.  He proposes that in order to determine  
the best way for humans to behave,  
we ought to first determine the ____________  
of human life – a Greek word for  
the final end, aim, purpose, or objective 
humans are supposed to achieve. 

 

3C. He argues that the function of human life   
must be to use one’s ________________,  
since this is a capacity only humans possess 
(unlike growth, nutrition, and perception – 
which also belong to plants and animals). 

 

3D. Moreover, Aristotle argued that  
the best way for humans to act aims at the 
_________________ use of this capacity 
throughout one’s entire lifetime, since “any 
action is well-performed when it is performed 
in accordance with” a disposition or tendency 
to do something well. 

 

3E. Accordingly, Aristotle’s theory of 
____________________ emphasizes  
the necessity of developing excellent  
moral character, which will ensure that we 
not only are disposed to do good actions, but 
also use discretion to adjust our behavior to 
suit specific situations. 

 
4A. Aristotle explains that moral virtues arise in us 

not by nature, but instead only “as a result  
of _____________”: through consistent repetition 
of good actions.  

 

4B. This means that one cannot be moral merely 
by having good ___________________;  
we must actually act in the right way when 
the opportunity arises in order to be virtuous. 

 

4C. He also adds that one must also ____________ 
doing the right thing and be displeased by 
wrongdoing; otherwise one is not truly 
virtuous. 

 

4D. For this reason, 
____________________________ must begin 
early in life, so we not only do right actions, 
but also do them with the correct attitude. 
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5. Explain what Aristotle is recommending when he 
writes that “the intermediate state is in all things 
to be praised, but…we must incline sometimes 
towards the excess, sometimes towards the 
deficiency; for so shall we most easily hit  
the intermediate and what is right.”  
What does this teach us about what it means  
to be a virtuous person? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
6A. Julia Annas argues that those who think it is 

selfish to follow Aristotle’s ethical doctrine, in 
which cultivating moral virtue is part of a broader 
pursuit to maximize our human potential, 
misrepresent Aristotle’s view and thus are making 
a fallacious _________________ argument. 

 

6B. One way in which she argues that “caring 
about virtue does not mean focusing too much 
on ourselves” is to show that being virtuous 
does not necessarily benefit us by enhancing 
our wealth, reputation, or pleasure;  
instead, virtue is “good for us” in the sense of 
making our lives ___________________. 

  
 
 

For 7A-H, match the description with the letter of the 
corresponding view, concept, or principle.  
 

a. authoritarianism   e.  feminism   
b. altruism                f.  golden mean 
c. eudaimonia          g.  liberalism 
d. ethical egoism      h.  objectivism 
 
7A. ____  An extremely individualistic view which 

advocates that humans should see their 
ultimate purpose as maximizing their own  
personal happiness – not helping others. 

 

7B. ____  Behavior in which one offers help  
to another person without expecting  
any personal gain in return. 

 

7C. ____  The midpoint or intermediate between  
two extreme ways of behaving,  
which Aristotle thinks is generally the  
best way for us to act. 

 

7D. ____  Something we never choose for the sake of 
(in order to attain) something else; that 
which Aristotle deemed the highest of  
all goods achievable by human action. 

 

7E. ____  The belief that the sexes (male/female) ought 
to be treated as equals, rather than  
in a hierarchy of power & privileges. 

 

7F. ____ The theory that we ought to judge what is 
right and wrong for us to do on the basis of 
whether it benefits or harms us personally. 

 

7G. ____  The view that a strong central leader is 
necessary to keep citizens in check  
by regulating their behavior. 

 

7H. ____ A political view on which a government 
ought to only exert enough social control 
necessary to establish & maintain equality 
among all citizens. 

 
8A. According to moral/political theory called 

____________________________, a society’s 
standards for acceptable/unacceptable behavior 
get their legitimacy from the mutual agreement of 
citizens to uphold these standards. 

 

8B. On Thomas Hobbes’ version of this view,  
actions are right/wrong because human beings 
collectively decided to _________________ 
them that way, in an effort to create/maintain 
cooperative & productive civilizations. 
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9A-E are all claims about the hypothetical  
state of nature: 
 

Ø write ‘H’ if it matches Hobbes’ view, 
Ø write ‘R’ if it matches Rousseau’s view, 
Ø write ‘N’ if it fits into neither author’s view. 

 
9A.  _____ People demonstrated ‘social virtues’ 

like mercy, generosity, and friendship 
toward one another. 

 

9B.  _____ Without a common power, it is a war of 
every man against every other. 

 

9C.  _____ Life is “nasty, brutish, and short”. 
 

9D.  _____  Human beings are naturally immoral. 
 

9E. _____ Any two human beings instantly  
become enemies if they both want  
the same thing and cannot share it. 

 
10A. Hobbes’ definition of _____________________  

is “the not-performance of covenant” – in other 
words, breaking agreements with other people. 

 

10B. Accordingly, he thinks that a 
______________________ is not valid as a 
means of imposing justice upon a society 
unless each citizen can trust everyone else  
to keep up their end of the bargain. 

 

10C. Moreover, Hobbes argues that the only way 
to ensure that citizens can trust one another is 
to institute a ____________________________ 
who will terrify citizens into upholding justice 
out of fear of punishment. 

 
11A. In contrast to Hobbes, Rousseau insists that 

people elect leaders not to submit themselves to 
the absolute rule of a sovereign, but rather  
to defend their ________________. 

 

11B. Rousseau argued that people must have 
developed a social contract in order to 
______________ existing moral standards , 
thereby leveling the playing field for all 
citizens so that those who are weak or suffer 
misfortune do not get taken advantage of by 
those who are stronger or more fortunate. 

 

11C. Regrettably, Rousseau says the original 
purpose of government was ________________ 
by citizens who sought to use laws to benefit 
themselves to the detriment of others. 

12.  Why did Hobbes believe “nothing can be unjust” 
as long as humans are in the state of nature? What 
does this indicate about the relationship between 
morality and the law, on Hobbes’ view? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
13A. Virginia Held objects to the contractarian 

assumption that all human beings satisfy the idea 
of “________________________”, an individual 
who is ideally rational and devoted to maximizing 
his own well-being. 

 

13B. She explains that women were never 
intended to be included in social contracts –  
possibly because their role in childbearing has 
inspired the mistaken belief that they are less 
capable of using ______________ than men. 

 
 

14A. Held supports _______________________, a view 
which proposes that we should reform society 
radically such that the sort of relationships that 
are customary among family members are 
cultivated among all members of society. 

 

14B. An opposite approach to correcting 
inequality between the sexes focuses on giving 
women more opportunities to participate fully 
and equally in existing ____________________ 
systems, like business and politics. 
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15A. Held argues that a focus on families exposes that 
many of the relationships we find ourselves in, as 
well as the obligations we have to others, are not 
__________________ – we aren’t in a position to 
choose them deliberately out of self-interest. 

 

15B. Moreover, examining families shows us that 
power can be used to produce good behavior 
in others by ______________________ them,  
rather than dominating or intimidating them 

 
16. Why does Held think liberalism is an 

“unsatisfactory” approach to government?  
What does a liberal government fail to do for  
a society if it understands “respecting others”  
to mean “non-interference” with them? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
17. Martha Nussbaum offers the __________________ 

approach – which focuses on what individuals are 
able to do and be – as a substitute for ambiguous 
appeals to “human rights” as a guide to political 
reform and international development projects. 

 
18. She explains that it’s risky to measure how well a 

nation enables citizens to flourish by trusting their 
self-reported level of satisfaction, because of 
____________________________: a phenomenon 
where people accustomed to extreme deprivation  
tend to overrate their satisfaction because they’ve 
adjusted their rating scale to account for the low 
standard of living they’ve come to see as normal. 

19A. John Rawl’s “veil of ignorance”  
thought experiment (described in the video  
we watched in Session 13) led to the idea that a 
nation should provide and distribute to all citizens 
a set of ________________________ that  
any human being would need in order to live  
a good life of their choosing. 

 

19B. Amartya Sen objected that Rawls view 
requires revision, because a nation should not 
only distribute these things, but also make 
sure that they can be ______________  
by all citizens to the extent necessary  
to secure each individual’s functioning. 

 
20. Nussbaum is a _________________ about how 

individuals should use their capacities: she 
believes there are numerous acceptable options  
– not just a single correct way to live a good life. 

 
For 21A-F, match the description with the letter of 
the corresponding term. Each term is used only once. 
 

a. act utilitarianism    d. Greatest Happiness Principle    
b. consequentialism   e. hedonism 
c. deontology             f.  rule utilitarianism 
 

21A.  ____ An approach to ethics where actions are 
judged right/wrong on the basis of the 
outcomes they produce. 

 

21B.  ____  A view that says that we should determine 
whether a type of action is right or wrong 
by calculating whether it results in  
a net increase of pleasure or of pain. 

 

21C.  ____ An approach to ethics where actions are 
judged right/wrong on the basis of the rule 
one follows in performing the action. 

 

21D.  ____  The view that one’s own pleasure is the 
only good worth seeking. 

 

21E  ____ An ethical principle according to which 
right actions tend to produce pleasure  
(and wrong actions tend to produce pain) 
among all the individuals affected by the 
action. 

 

21F  ____ A view that says that we should determine 
whether a specific, individual action is 
right or wrong by calculating whether it 
results in a net increase of pleasure  
or a net increase in pain. 
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22A.  John Stuart Mill endorses a theory which takes 
“the foundation of morals” to be ____________: 
positive gains that result from our actions. 

 

22B. He thinks our calculations in comparing 
possible actions need to consider both the 
________________and the ________________ 
of pleasure/pain produced by the  actions; 
weighing both factors makes it possible that 
it’s better to give more important pleasures to 
one person than to give less important 
pleasures to a greater number of people. 

 
23. Why does Mill believe that achieving the 

utilitarian goal of producing the greatest 
happiness for the greatest number of people 
requires the implementation of particular social & 
political policies/systems? Offer and explain your 
own example of a law, program, or social policy  
that might help to achieve this utilitarian goal. 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24A. Mill clarifies that he believes the standard for 
judging actions is not one’s own happiness;  
rather, sometimes the right action will actually  
__________________  our own pleasure, 

 

24B. …as is demonstrated by the sacrifices          
made by ___________________________              
in order to promote the greater good.  

 
25. Utilitarianism demands that we are strictly 

_______________ or objective in weighing  
our own interests against those of others.  
 

26A. Some philosophers object that utilitarianism is 
hard to follow because it’s impossible to 
______________ in advance exactly what 
consequences an action will bring about. 

 

26B. Other objectors believe Mill is wrong  
to deny that the ______________ or reason 
behind a person’s action is relevant to 
whether or not the action is ethical. 

 
27A. Peter Singer argues that we are morally 

obligated to do whatever we can to 
_____________ something bad from happening  
– including the starvation of millions of people 
thousands of miles away from us. 

 

27B. His view eliminates a typical distinction 
between moral duty (what we must do) and 
_______________ (what we are praised for 
doing, but are not condemned for not doing). 

 

27C Singer insists that we are not justified  
in treating giving to others as a 
______________________ act which would be 
good for us to do, but not wrong to not do;  

 

27D. …he believes we should consider it wrong 
not to donate to others up to the point of 
_______________________________, where 
giving any more would increase our own 
suffering to such an extent that the action  
no longer is justified by utilitarianism (because 
it increases net happiness). 

 
** END OF EXAM ** 

 
 

 
 

 


