
PHI 1700: Global Ethics 
 
This course will culminate in the application of your enhanced knowledge of ethical theories 
to a series of debates, in which you will demonstrate your ability to make thoughtful, 
research, and structured arguments in defense of an ethical view on a particular topic.  
 

You will participate directly in one of the five debates, but will also contribute to the other 
debates as a member of the audience when the discussion is opened up to the whole class. 
There is no “winner” in these debates, so I invite you to have fun with this assignment and 
approach it as an opportunity to collaborate creatively with your classmates  
 
Debate Topic Assignments, Teams, & Dates 
 

The debate topic you have been assigned is one in which you indicated interest (unless 
you did not indicate a preference); however, your team (YES or NO) for that debate has 
been assigned by random choice. That means some of you will be defending positions 
that you personally hold, while others will be playing “devil’s advocate” and defending 
the opposite view from what you believe in.  
 

Keep in mind that this debate is an exercise to develop our skills in critical thinking, 
writing, and public speaking. The position you have been assigned to defend will not be 
regarded as a reflection upon your beliefs or your character. You will be assessed on your 
efforts in defending whatever the position happens to be – not on the rightness/wrongness 
of that position (however that would be determined).  
 

A few of you have indicated to me that you are not comfortable speaking in the debate 
(you’re marked with an asterisk below): you have nevertheless been assigned to a team to 
help with preparation. Your instructions for the debate report will be slightly different to 
compensate for your abstention from the debate itself. 
 
Monday, May 1st 

 

In-class preparation session with your team. 
This will give you a chance to nail down your team’s 
talking points, determine who does what during 
which portion of the debate, ask me questions about 
anything you’re confused/unclear about, etc. 
 

Wednesday, May 3rd 
 
DEBATE #1: Is abortion morally permissible? 
 

YES:  Benny, Chris, Georgiana, Xiaoyan 
 

NO: Nicholas, Shreya, Tanzia, Ya Ling 

Monday, May 8th 
 

DEBATE #2: Should the United States institute a 
maximum wage on the super-wealthy to facilitate 
wealth distribution? 
 

YES: Chloe, Michele B., QiYu, Sylwia 
 

NO: Evelyn*, Jacinda, Tang, Wilson 
 

Wednesday, May 10th 
 

DEBATE #3: Should people be allowed to end their 
lives through euthanasia (assisted suicide)? 
 
YES: Ariana, Cheng, Lirak, Lyndsey 
 

NO: Nishwa, Taylor, Xin, Xuan 
 

Monday, May 15th 
 

DEBATE #4: Is it morally acceptable for parents  
to choose their children’s traits  
via genetic engineering? 
 

YES: Chenyun, Marta, Mikayla, Wenhui 
 

NO: Anna*, Mat, Meryl, Michelle T. 
 

Wednesday, May 17th 
 

DEBATE #5: Is capital punishment (the death 
penalty) morally permissible? 
 

YES: Carole, Jason*, Gabriela, Yaqing 
 

NO: Allen, Junjie, Naibelis, Simranjot 
 



 
 
Debate Structure 
 

YES 
team 

Opening 
statement 
(5 min) 

 Arguments/ 
Questions 
for 
Opponents 
(10 min) 

 Response 
to 
Opponen
ts (5min) 
 

 
 
 
Questions/ 
Comments 
from 
Audience 
for Both 
Teams  
(15 min)  

Closing 
Arguments 
(5 min) 

 

NO 
team 

 Opening 
statement 
(5 min) 

 Response to 
Opponents 
(5min) 
 

Arguments/ 
Questions 
for 
Opponents 
(10 min) 

  Closing 
Arguments 
(5 min) 

 
 

Debate Guidelines 
 

Your opening statement should establish your team’s perspective on why this issue is worth 
debating in the first place: Why is this issue something we should all be concerned about? What is 
at stake in the debate to come? Who/what is affected by this issue?  
 

Your arguments supply reasons in support of the view you are defending. Your team will probably 
be able to come up with many reasons just by thinking about the issues with all the ethical 
theories we have studied in mind, but I encourage you to research your topic to bolster your 
understanding of popular arguments in defense of your view. 
 

Your arguments should make use of theories and concepts we have been discussing throughout 
the course. Which normative ethical theories lend support to your claims about what is 
right/wrong, or should/should not be done? 
 

For these to be compelling arguments, they should avoid committing any fallacies: for example, 
appealing to the audiences’ emotions instead of engaging their reasoning, exercising confirmation 
bias by cherry-picking evidence in favor of your team’s view while ignoring evidence to the 
contrary, or misrepresenting the opponent’s view with a strawman argument.  
 

Your questions for opponents will aim to expose weaknesses in the other side’s view. You might 
ask them to explain how their view would address a particular actual or hypothetical case 
involving the topic of debate. You might ask them how their view avoids committing its defenders 
to other views they wouldn’t want to hold. Be creative! 
 

Your response to opponents should address the arguments/questions directed at your team as best 
as you are able. If you detect any fallacies in your opponents’ arguments, point them out. 
This part will require some thinking on-the-spot, but you can prepare for this portion of this debate 
by anticipating problems and objections that would be raised against your view. Researching your 
topic should help you get a sense of the objections commonly raised against the view you are 
defending. It’s a good idea to think about which normative ethical theories might be used to 
discredit the view you’re defending – to defend your view against objections from these theories, 
you’ll want to come up with reasons why that normative theory is flawed, or why it doesn’t really 
apply to the topic you’re considering.  
 

Discussion will be opened up to the whole class for 15 minutes, where anyone can raise a 
question or make an argument in favor of either side of the debate. 
 
Your closing arguments should summarize the lessons your team believes the audience should 
take away from the debate concerning the view you have defended. 



 
 
Debate Grading 
 
Your team will receive a collective score out of 20 possible points, using the following rubric: 
 
 Superior  

(4) 
Proficient  
(3) 

Poor  
(2) 

Unsatisfactory 
(1) 

Score 

Teamwork All teammates 
have 
contributed 
equally and 
enthusiastically 

Contributions 
are evenly 
divided, 
but team spirit is 
lacking  

Some members 
are not pulling 
their weight; 
team spirit is 
lacking 

Team dynamic  
is dysfunctional, 
team spirit is 
nonexistent 

 

Preparation All teammates 
have prepared 
and rehearsed 
their 
contributions  

Most teammates 
have prepared 
and rehearsed 
their 
contributions 

Few teammates 
have prepared 
and rehearsed 
their 
contributions 

No teammates 
have prepared 
and rehearsed 
their 
contributions 

 

Arguments All arguments 
are well-
reasoned and 
steer clear of 
familiar fallacies 

Most arguments 
are well-
reasoned and 
steer clear of 
familiar fallacies 

Few arguments 
are well-
reasoned and 
steer clear of 
familiar 
fallacies 

No arguments 
are well-
reasoned and 
steer clear of 
familiar fallacies 

 

Response to 
Opponents 

Addressed all 
opponent 
questions and 
arguments 
thoroughly. 

Addressed most 
opponent 
questions and 
arguments. 

Addressed few 
opponent 
questions and 
arguments. 

Did not address 
opponents’ 
questions and 
arguments. 

 

Delivery Communicated 
clearly and 
confidently; 
maintained eye 
contact; 
excellent voice 
inflection and 
delivery rate. 

Communicated 
clearly; frequent 
eye contact; 
good voice and 
delivery rate. 

Seldom 
communicat 
ed clearly; 
poor eye 
contact; poor 
voice and 
delivery rate. 

Failed to 
communicate 
clearly; 
no eye contact; 
monotone 
delivery. 

 

Total       ___ / 20 
 
I may choose to curve these scores when I add them to your final grades. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Debate Report Instructions 
 
The debate report is not a formal essay, but instead is more like an extended discussion post.  
It is intended to give you a chance to reflect upon what you learned a) from the experience of 
participating in a debate, and b) by observing the other debates. Hence, for full credit you must 
discuss not only the debate to which you were assigned, but also at least one of the other debates. 
 

You can explain what lingering questions/concerns you have about these topics after exploring 
them in such great detail. You might want to explain how your view on these topic has changed or 
been complicated by the debate process, or describe some of the challenges you faced in 
defending the view to which you were assigned.  
 

This report should be roughly 1.5 pages double-spaced in 12-pt font, and submitted to me via 
email by the due date. I will grade these Pass/Fail based on completeness. A complete report will 
demonstrate that as a result of this course, you have gained a more sophisticated approach to 
analyzing moral issues than what you would have used a few months earlier. 
 

***If you are abstaining from participation in the actual debate,  
your report should be 3 pages long. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


