
PHI 1700: Global Ethics 
 
Baruch College, Spring 2016 
time: Tuesday/Thursday 5:50-7:05pm 
section: PMWA, credits: 3.0 
room: VC 6-170 
course website: bit.ly/phi1700 
 

 
instructor: Lauren R. Alpert 
email: lauren.r.alpert@gmail.com 
office: Philosophy Dept., VC 5-295 
office hours: 4:30-5:30pm Tuesday & Thursday

Ethics, or more generally, moral philosophy, is an investigation of human behavior along evaluative 
dimensions such as good/bad, right/wrong, permissible/impermissible. This class will introduce you 
to some of the major issues addressed in three branches of ethics (meta-, normative, and applied), 
providing a range of perspectives on each of those issues. We will adopt a framework for discussing 
these issues which considers them in a global context, with special attention to the significance of 
cultural diversity. 
 

PHI 1700 satisfies the Flexible Core Individual & Society requirement (and your thirst for knowledge). 
 

course objectives 
  

Students will: 
− cultivate reading comprehension, interpretation, critical thinking & reasoning skills 
− learn to adopt perspectives other than one’s own & evaluate issues from multiple angles 
− improve the clarity & persuasiveness of written & spoken arguments 

 

requirements & grading 
 

To complete this course, you will: 
 

− attend each class session and participate in discussions 
− read the article(s) or chapter(s) assigned for each session 
− all readings are posted to the course website as PDFs 
− please bring the text to class (printed or on a screen) to refer to in discussions 

 

− share your thoughts about the readings on the class discussion forum 
− 8 paragraph-length posts (as ‘comments’ on the Readings page) are required 
− additional posts will count for extra credit 
− If you don’t want to post publicly, you can post anonymously (using your 

student ID #), or submit your posts privately via email 
− These will be graded only for completeness, not for content. 
− You can post after finishing the reading or after attending the lecture. 

 

− debate a controversial ethical problem with classmates 
− we will vote on debate topics a few weeks into the semester 
− after the debate, you will write a report about your experience 

 

− complete 3 take-home exams 
− these will involve using the readings and lecture materials to complete 

matching, fill-in-the-blank, short-answer, and short essay questions 
− these are meant to be like problem sets, which will help you master the material 

by using and synthesizing principles and concepts discussed in class 
 
 

Grades are calculated as follows (using Baruch’s grading scale: see bit.ly/baruchgrades) 
− take-home exams: 60% (20% each x3) 
− in-class debate & debate report: 15% 
− discussion forum posts: 10% 
− participation/attendance/conduct: 15% 
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course topics & theme questions  
 

meta-ethics (moral metaphysics & moral psychology) 
− Do we have an innate “moral sense”, or do we learn right & wrong only              

through experience? (nativism vs. empiricism) 
− Are there universal moral values? (objectivism vs. subjectivism) 
− What parts of our minds are involved in moral decision-making?                        

(rationalism vs. sentimentalism) 
− What does it mean to be morally responsible for our actions?                         

(compatibilism vs. incompatibilism) 
 

 normative ethics 
− virtue ethics 
− situationism 
− contractarianism 
− consequentialism 
− deontology 
− feminist ethics  

 

 applied ethics 
− Are there morally-acceptable forms of euthanasia, and if so, what are they? 
− What is the moral status of animals? 
− How does justice operate among groups of people, rather than among individuals? 
− How do we accommodate cultural differences in promoting justice? 
− Do we have special moral duties to people within our own social group? 
− Are some jokes immoral, or is anything fair game in comedy? 
− What sorts of conflicts arise between doctors/scientists and their patients/subjects? 

 
 

policies 
 

− Check the course website and your email regularly for updates. I may also post 
additional resources that may be helpful to you. I will also email the class in the event 
of any changes to the course schedule. 
 

− Feel free to email me if you have questions or concerns about the course. I will try to 
make expectations for assignments abundantly clear, so please read assignments 
thoroughly before emailing. Please include “PHI 1700” in the subject line of your 
message. I will do my best to respond promptly to emails. (For some helpful hints on 
how to communicate with professors via email, see bit.ly/howtoemailprofs) 
 

− Submitting exams or the debate report late will result in deductions from your grade: 
5% off if submitted up to two calendar days after the due date,                                       
10% if three days or more.  

 
accessibility 
 

− Please contact me if you are having trouble keeping up with the course material 
(especially if English is not your first language), and I will do what I can to help. 
 

− If you require additional assistance beyond what I can provide during office hours and 
over email, you are encouraged to visit the Office of Services for Students with 
Disabilities (OSSD: Room 2-271, Vertical Campus) for extra support. For information 
on the OSSD, see baruch.cuny.edu/studentaffairs/ossd/disabilityServices.htm. 
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classroom etiquette 
 

− Please arrive on time and ready to take notes. If you arrive late, please do so quietly to 
avoid distracting your fellow students. 
 

− Eating and drinking are permitted in class if done quietly and courteously. 
 

− Laptops and tablets are permitted for note-taking – unless it is distracting to you, me, 
or anyone around you. I reserve the right to ask you to put these devices away if I can 
tell that you’re abusing the privilege of using them during class. 
 

− If you print the readings or Powerpoint slides for your personal use,                          
please print double-sided and/or multiple pages/slides per sheet to save paper. 
 

− Please silence cell phones and keep them in your bag during class. 
 
 
attendance 
 

− You are allowed one unexcused absence for the semester. According to Baruch policy, 
missing 5 or more classes of the semester will result in a non-grade of ‘WU’ on one’s 
transcript, meaning “Dropped by instructor for excessive absence”. 

 

− Please notify me by email if you will have to miss a class, so I know to mark your 
absence as excused. 
 

− You are responsible for all course material, including that covered in lectures you 
miss. Refer to the Powerpoint slides and consult your classmates about material 
covered in any lectures you do not attend. I recommend that you identify at least one 
classmate who you trust to take good notes and exchange contact information with 
them. If you ask a fellow student for help catching up, you should be willing to return 
the favor for that student on another occasion. 

 
 
conduct 
 

− You must respect the views of your classmates during full-class and small-group 
discussions, no matter how drastically they may differ from your own. Disrespectful, 
disparaging, or hateful speech will not be tolerated. As we will discuss in this class, 
language can have a very powerful effect on others. Please take care to ensure that 
your language conveys appreciation and support for your fellow students’ efforts. 
 

− Harassment of any kind will not be tolerated. All contact with your classmates and 
professor should be courteous and professional. Protip: If you sense that you ought to 
preface what you intend to say or do with a “sorry”, that’s probably a good indicator 
that what you were about to say is inappropriate for an academic context. 

 

− There is zero tolerance for cheating and/or plagiarism in my course and at Baruch 
College. Confirmed instances of cheating/plagiarism will result in a zero for the 
assignment in question – and possibly for the entire course. Suspected instances will 
result in a hold on your grade for the course until the issue is resolved with the Dean’s 
Office. 

 
 
The course schedule (next page) is subject to change. Look out for updates via email



 
 

TUESDAY THURSDAY 
1. February 2nd  

Introduction to the course,  
Academic Ethics 

2. February 4th  
“All About Arguments”  
(Philosophy Basics) 

February 9th - NO CLASS  
(Friday Schedule) 

3.  February 11th 
Harman, “Ethics and Observation” 

4.  February 16th  
Rachels, “The Challenge of Cultural Relativism” 
 

5. February 18th  
Smith, “A Theory of Moral Sentiments” (excerpt) 
[optional: 	  Bloom, “Against Empathy”] 

6.   February 23rd  
Strawson, “The Impossibility of Moral 
Responsibility” 
Churchland, “Do We Have Free Will?”  

7.  February 25th  
Milgram, “The Perils of Obedience” 
 

8.   March 1st  
Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics 
Download Take Home Exam #1 

9.  March 3rd  
Hobbes, Leviathan (excerpt) & Rousseau, 
Discourse on the Origin of Inequality (excerpt) 

10.  March 8th  
TAKE HOME EXAM #1 (Meta-Ethics) DUE 
Held, “Non-Contractual Society: A Feminist View”  

March 10th  
NO CLASS 

11. March 15th  
Mill, Utilitarianism (excerpt) 
Nozick, “The Experience Machine” 

12.  March 17th  
Singer, “Famine, Affluence, and Morality” 
 

13. March 22nd  
O’Neill, “A Simplified Account of Kant’s Ethics” 
 

14.  March 24th  
Foot, “Morality as a System of Hypothetical 
Imperatives” 

15. March 29th  
Sartre, “Existentialism is a Humanism”  
Download Take Home Exam #2 

16. March 31st  
Thomson, “Killing, Letting Die,                           
and the Trolley Problem”  

17.  April 5th  
Young, “Five Faces of Oppression” 
TAKE HOME EXAM #2 (Normative Ethics) DUE 

18.   April 7th  
Okin, “Gender Inequality & Cultural Differences” 

19.  April 12th  
Dreger, “Ethical Problems in Intersex Treatment” 
 

20. April 14th  
Guest Lecture by Jennifer Ware,                           
“A Moral Evaluation of Humor” 

21.  April 19th  
Mills, “Do Black Men Have a Moral Duty              
to Marry Black Women?” 

22. April 21st  
TBD 
Download Take Home Exam #3 

April 26th & April 28th  
NO CLASSES: SPRING BREAK 

23. May 3rd  
TAKE HOME EXAM #3 (Applied Ethics) DUE 
Debate Prep Session 

24. May 5th  
DEBATE #1 

25.  May 10th  
DEBATE #2 

26. May 12th  
DEBATE #3 

27. May 17th  
DEBATE #4 

Final Exam Date (TBD) 
DEBATE #5 
DEBATE REPORT DUE 


