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Take Home Exam #3 
 
Instructions (Read Before Proceeding!) 
− Material for this exam is from class sessions 16-22. 
− Matching and fill-in-the-blank questions are 1 

point each; short answer questions are 3 points. 
− Full credit on short answer questions is given only 

if you express your answers in your own words.  
− A clear, thorough answer would function as a 

satisfactory explanation to a peer who missed the 
lecture in which the answer was explained. 

− Some questions may have more than one 
acceptable answer. Partial credit may be given. 
 

− The latter portion of the exam will help you 
prepare for the prep session with your debate 
team on May 3rd.  

− Make sure to bring the exam to class with you that 
day (as a hard copy or a screen) so you can use 
your prep work to inform your team’s strategy. 
 

 
 

1. ______________ ethics puts normative ethical 
theories to use in examining specific moral issues.  

 
2a. Phillipa Foot is the originator of a moral puzzle 

called the __________________________; 
 
2b. Judith Jarvis Thomson expands on this puzzle in 

order to challenge Foot’s explanation for it,  
and to address the question of whether  
killing is worse than _______________________. 

 
3a. Thomson points out that some people believe that 

__________________ is always wrong, and that we 
ought to ban assisted suicide and abortion as a 
consequence; 

 
3b. …these people are likely to favor a strict 

_______________________ approach to ethics, 
which judges the action in question on the basis 
of the maxim it will follow. 

 
3c. In contrast, people who think that it doesn’t 

matter how a death comes about are thinking 
about the issue like a  ________________________ 
would, focusing only on the outcome of actions as 
the basis for judgment. 

 

 
4. Describe Foot’s account of why the hypothetical 

cases of David and Edward point to opposite 
verdicts about the right thing to do. 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
5. In general, people tend to reason that one ought 

not to kill one to save five people in the 
________________ version of the Trolley Problem, 

 but ought to kill one to save five people in the 
________________ case. 

 
6. In other words, they respond to Bystander  

as if following a _____________________ ethical 
principle, but respond to Footbridge  
as if obeying a _____________________ maxim. 

 
7. Thomson argues that people find it more 

objectionable to cause a death ______________ 
than to cause a death by mechanical means in 
which we have no physical contact with the 
person killed.  

 
8a. In contrast to Thomson’s account, which focuses 

on the ____________________ people go through 
in trying to decide what is morally correct in each 
of the Trolley cases, 

 
8b. …Joshua Greene and colleagues say that people’s 

___________________ causes them to arrive at 
different conclusions in Bystander & Footbridge. 
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9. What lesson does Thomson think we should draw 
from the two Trolley cases, about how to make 
decisions about the morality of abortion, 
euthanasia, and the like? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
11. One of Iris Marion Young’s goals is to show that 

the term _____________________ describes  
much of what goes on in interactions between 
social groups in the United States. 

 
12. Identify what Young thinks all oppressed people 

have in common, and explain why she believes  
we cannot give a single set of criteria  
on the basis of which people are oppressed. 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 

13. Traditionally, the concept of oppression  
refers to the exercise of  ___________________  
by a ruling group, but this need not be the case 
for someone to oppressed under  
today’s understanding of oppression. 

 
14. Young argues that under today’s concept, 

oppression is __________________, meaning that 
it is insidiously built into the practices, policies, 
and institutions of well-meaning societies. 

 
15. Typically, when one group is oppressed,  

another is comparatively ___________________ 
even if they do not intend to harm or 
disadvantage the other group. 

 
16. The recognition that different systems of 

oppression (e.g. racism & sexism) can intersect 
and have combined effects on individual’s lives is 
called __________________________. 

 
 
For 17A-17E, match the example to the  
“face of oppression” it best aligns with. 
 

a. cultural imperialism    d. powerlessness 
b. exploitation                 e. violence 
c. marginalization 

 
17A.  _____ Elderly and disabled people may be 

excluded from voting in major elections 
because they cannot make it to public 
polling places. 

 

17B.  _____ Factory workers are often given no say in 
the policies of the companies they work 
for. 
 

17C.  ____ Many transgender people live in fear that 
they will be assaulted because some 
people fear or hate them. 
 

17D.  _____ Department stores in the U.S. go crazy 
decorating for Christmas, but neglect the 
holiday traditions of non-Christians. 

 

17E.  _____  People of color may be excluded from 
high-paying, unionized jobs through 
discriminatory hiring practices. 
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17. Explain Young’s argument against  
people who believe that social groups must be 
eliminated in order to eliminate oppression. 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
19. Identify an oppressive practice, institution,  

or behavior, and explain why it would be 
considered morally wrong, according to one of 
the six normative ethical theories we studied  
(see Session 17/18 slide #8 for a list).  

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20. Young’s concept of oppression is 
_____________________, meaning that  
a group is oppressed if they experience  
any single face or combination of faces  
(instead of requiring all five faces to be present). 

 
21a. _______________________ is the denial that all 

members of a social group share something in 
common, which either is the basis of their group 
membership or is a result of such membership; 

  
21b. …some feminists have taken this as an indication 

that one should not make _____________________ 
about women’s wants and needs when devising 
practical solutions to gender inequality, 

 
21c. …but Susan Moller Okin believes some tactics 

can be used in rich & poor countries alike, 
because the problems of women in other 
countries are “______________________________” 

 
 

22a. While Okin believes Western feminists  
are justified in intervening in foreign affairs to 
secure gender equality for non-Western women, 
one might argue that this is unacceptably 
____________________, imposing our moral 
worldview on others without their consent 

 
22b. …one reason why Okin and others reject this 

charge is because the phenomenon of 
______________________________, where people 
under oppressive conditions change their mindset 
to accept or even favor the situation they are in;  

 
22c. …though we might still worry that disregarding 

the perspectives of oppressed people, no matter 
how skewed, denies the intelligence and 
_________________ of non-Western women. 
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To clarify, these are the views you will be defending  
if you are on each of these teams.  
The two phrases given under each view are two 
different ways of expressing the same view. 
 

May 5th: 
 

YES = Abortion is morally permissible; people should 
be allowed to get abortions at least in some cases. 
 

NO = Abortion is morally wrong; people should never 
be allowed to get abortions. 
 

May 10th: 
 

YES = Businesses should be legally required to provide 
parental care & childcare for their employees; a 
business that fails to provide these services to 
employees should be punished or shut down. 
 

NO = Business should not be legally required to 
provide parental care & childcare for their employees; 
a business is not doing anything wrong by failing to 
provide these services. 
 

May 12th: 
 

YES = It is immoral to eat animals; everyone should be 
a vegetarian or vegan. 
 

NO = It is morally acceptable to eat animals; no one 
deserves to be shamed or punished for a carnivorous 
diet. 
 

May 17th: 
 

YES = Parents should be allowed to use genetic 
engineering to select the traits of their children; it is 
not immoral to determine a child’s traits through 
artificial means. 
 

NO = Parents should not be allowed to select the traits 
of their children via genetic engineering; it is immoral 
to determine a child’s traits through artificial means. 
 

May 23rd: 
 

YES = Patients who caused their own medical 
condition should get lower priority on organ transplant 
lists; patients who need organ transplants simply 
because of bad luck deserve to live more than patients 
who caused their own condition. 
 

NO = The cause of a person’s medical condition 
should have no bearing on their place in organ 
transplant lists; the lives of patients who caused their 
own conditions are no less important than the lives of 
patients who require organ transplants simply because 
of bad luck. 

To complete your preparation for the prep session on 
May 3rd: 
 

− Read the two articles linked on the website  
on the calendar the day for your debate. 
 

− Go to philpapers.org and use the search function 
(on the top right side of the page) to find  
at least 2 more articles on your topic.  
Ideally these should inform you about both sides 
of the debate in question.  
 
Don’t just choose any two articles:  
click through the results for your search terms 
(and try different search terms for different results 
– email me if you’re having trouble  
figuring out what to search for)  
and identify articles that are clearly  
a) directly relevant to the views in question in 
your debate, and 
b) written in terms that you can understand 
without too much difficulty. 

 
In MLA format (consult bit.ly/citeinmla), write the 
citations for 2 of the articles you have found and plan 
to use to prepare for the debate: 
 
1._____________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
2._____________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
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Using the recommended articles + those you found 
through PhilPapers, describe three reasons in support 
of the view your team is defending, including any 
factual evidence that can back those reasons: 
 
1._____________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
2._____________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
3._____________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
Use the space below to jut down  
any additional notes of things you’d like to talk to 
your teammates about during the prep session, 
concerning the view your team is defending  
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Now describe three reasons in support of the view 
your opponents’ team is defending, including any 
factual evidence that can back those reasons: 
 
 
1._____________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
2._____________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
3._____________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
Use the space below to jut down  
any additional notes of things you’d like to talk to 
your teammates about during the prep session, 
concerning the view your opponents’ team will defend.  
 
 
 


