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Take Home Exam #2 
 
Instructions (Read Before Proceeding!) 
− Material for this exam is from class sessions 8-15. 
− Matching and fill-in-the-blank questions are 1 

point each; short answer questions are 2.5 points. 
− Full credit on short answer questions is given only 

if you express your answers in your own words.  
− A clear, thorough answer would function as a 

satisfactory explanation to a peer who missed the 
lecture in which the answer was explained. 

− Some questions may have more than one 
acceptable answer. Partial credit may be given. 
 

 

1. ___________________ ethics is the subfield of 
moral philosophy which develops practical 
standards for judging right & wrong actions. 

 
2. Aristotle’s theory of  ______________ ethics 

promises to gives us rough guidelines for how we 
ought to behave – not strict rules. 
 

3. Aristotle’s view emphasizes the importance of 
developing excellent moral ________________, 
which will ensure that we do good actions. 

 
4.  He proposes that in order to determine the best 

way for humans to behave, we ought to first 
determine the __________  – the final end, aim, 
purpose, or objective – of human life. 

 
5. What is the “highest of all goods achievable by 

[human] action”, according to Aristotle,            
and how do we know this is really the “chief 
good”, at which of our deliberate actions aim? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 

6A. Aristotle says “the many” (i.e., the majority of 
people) associate happiness with ______________,  

 
6B. …while “people of superior refinement” say 

happiness is _____________, 
 
6C. …but the true meaning of happiness,        

according to Aristotle, is activity of soul   
exhibiting ______________ (i.e., excellence). 

 
6D. Aristotle affirms his definition of true happiness, 

which he calls __________________,  
 
6E. …by arguing that the function of human life   

must be to use one’s ________________. 
 
7A. He explains that while intellectual virtues must be 

taught, moral virtues arise in us by __________, 
i.e., through consistent, repeated action. 

 
7B. This means that one cannot be moral merely by 

having good ________________; they must 
actually act in the right way when the opportunity 
arises if we want to be virtuous. 

 
7C. He also adds that one must also take 

________________ in doing the right thing; 
otherwise one is not truly virtuous. 
 

8. For this reason, ____________________________ 
must begin early in life, so we not only do right 
actions, but also do them in the right manner. 
 

9.  Explain the reasoning behind Aristotle’s 
conception of virtue as a “golden mean”, and give 
an example of how one virtue and its 
corresponding vices fit this picture. 

_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
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10. ______________________ is the view that the 
rightness and wrongness of actions do not derive 
from nature or divine, will, but rather from 
mutual agreements between citizens. 

 
11. Thomas Hobbes proposed that society was 

absolutely chaotic in the state of nature, due to 
the absence of a _____________________ to keep 
individuals from only pursuing what was good for 
their own survival and interests. 

 
12. He described human life in this state as a 

______________________________________.  
 
13. Why does Hobbes believe that human beings are 

nevertheless neither immoral nor unjust in the 
state of nature? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
14. What problem does the human “right of nature” 

raise for society, and how, according to Hobbes, 
did people propose to solve that problem? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 

15. Hobbes defines ________________ as breaking 
one’s promises to others (a.k.a. covenants). 

 
16A. His ethical view is sometimes criticized for 

proposing that our motive for acting morally is 
not concern for other human beings, but quite the 
opposite: our  __________________; 

 
16B. …the main reason why Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

criticized Hobbes, though, was that Hobbes failed 
to recognize that __________________ makes 
humans naturally virtuous, such that they don’t 
need laws to tell them what is right or wrong. 

 
16C. Moreover, Rousseau contends that it would be 

contrary to _______________ for human beings to 
willingly give up their liberty and submit 
themselves to a supreme leader.  

 
17A. Virginia Held objects to contractarianism’s 

assumption that all human beings satisfy the idea 
of “______________________”, an individual who 
is ideally rational and devoted to maximizing his 
own well-being. 

 
17B. She presents her challenge as a 

________________ view, because it aims to expose 
how contractarianism is wrong for assuming and 
reinforcing inequality between the sexes. 

 
18A. Held begins by pointing out that ____________ 

and children were never intended to count among 
the citizens to whom moral contracts applied; 

 
18B. …one explanation for this is that they have 

mistakenly been thought to be closer to nature, 
and thus less capable of exercising ____________. 

 
18C. Philosopher Simone de Beauvoir has emphasized 

that the error described in 18B comes from a 
fallacy called a she explains that one reason 
________________________,                           
where a complex situation is misleadingly 
oversimplified into a binary relationship        
among opposites (such as mind & body). 

 
19. Held supports a view called ________________, 

which proposes that the sort of relationships that 
are customary among family members should be 
cultivated among members of the society at large. 
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20. Explain the two different feminist responses to 
contractarianism described by Held, and indicate 
which of these responses she favors. 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
21.  Describe one of the differences Held identifies 
between a) relationships among contract-holders and 
b) typical relationships among family members. 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
22. Held argues that contractarianism’s radical 

___________________ leads to moral harm         
by enabling neglect of people who are unable to 
fend for themselves. 

 
23. She also emphasizes the need to acknowledge the 

moral _____________ of all human beings to the 
“necessary conditions of living and growing”, like 
food, shelter, and medical care. 

 
 
 

24A.  Mill endorses ____________________, which 
takes “the foundation of morals” to be what our 
actions are good for. 

 
24B. This view is a form of _______________________, 

where actions are judged right/wrong on the basis 
of the outcomes they produce. 
 

25. Mill’s  _________________________________ says 
that right actions increase ________________, 
while wrong actions increase ______________. 

 
26. Explain the procedure Mill suggests for how we 

ought to determine which of two pleasures is 
higher in quality, and therefore more important to 
promote with ethical actions. 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
27A. Mill clarifies that the standard for judging 

actions is not one’s own happiness; rather, 
sometimes the right action will actually  
__________________  our own pleasure, 

 
27B. …as is demonstrated by the sacrifices          

made by ___________________________              
in order to promote the greater good.  

 
28. Utilitarianism demands that we are strictly 

_______________ or objective in weighing our 
own interests against those of others.  

 
29A. There is some debate about whether Mill’s view 

conforms to __________ utilitarianism, which 
judges individual actions as right/wrong, 

 
29B. …or __________ utilitarianism, which says that 

we should judge types of actions on the basis of 
what their outcomes generally are. 
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30. Explain one of the two ways Mill recommends 
that utilitarians promote ethical behavior through 
social reform: 

_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
31. Some philosophers, including Onora O’Neill, 

object that utilitarianism is hard to follow because 
it’s impossible to ____________ in advance exactly 
what consequences an action will bring about. 

 
32. Robert Nozick’s thought experiment about 

___________________________  raises the concern 
that we not only desire happiness, but also need 
to feel that we are living authentically. 

 
33. Kant’s ethical theory is an example of 

___________________, where actions are judged 
right/wrong on the basis of the rules one follows 
in performing the action. 

 
34A. Kant believes each of our actions reflects at least 

one _____________, a rule, principle, or policy 
according to which one sees oneself as acting. 

 
34B. He also proposes that these rules we act upon 

function as __________________ which command 
us to act accordingly. 

 
35. Kant says we are absolutely obligated to obey   

the _____________________________, which 
constitutes his “Supreme Principle of Morality”. 

 
36. According to Kant, the sense of obligation we feel 

towards moral maxims comes from our 
_______________ alone - not our emotions, and 
certainly not our personal interests. 

 
 

37A. The _______________________________________ 
says it is wrong to involve a person in a scheme of 
action to which they could not consent. 

 
37B. In other words, one must not 

______________________ another person, treating 
them like a tool or a pawn in one’s own plans, and 
disregarding their ability to use their own reason 
to determine how they want to act. 

 
38. Two ways people use others as a “mere means” 

are _______________ and ________________. 
 
39. Kant famously insisted that it is never acceptable 

to ____________ to another person; hence, if an 
axe murderer asks you where your friend is, you 
would be obligated to respond. 

 
40. Some philosopher have applied Kant’s theory to 

explain why it is wrong to objectify another 
person: it denies that person’s  ________________, 
i.e., their ability to determine the ends of their 
actions & the means to those ends. 

 
41. Kant’s theory says we must also sometimes be 

________________ to others, helping them achieve 
their own ends; but it doesn’t specify how often 
and in what circumstances we should do so. 

 
42. Explain one of the major differences O’Neill 

identifies between Kantian ethics & utilitarianism 
and give an example in which those two 
approaches would give different 
recommendations for what should be done. 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
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43A. Phillipa Foot challenges Kant’s claim that all 
moral maxims function as ___________________ 
imperatives, which we are obligated to obey 
regardless of personal interests or desires; 

 
43B. Foot notes that support for that claim may come 

from the fact that we seem to use the word 
“________________” differently when we are 
giving prudential recommendations, vs. when we 
are stating moral claims. 

 
44A. Kant suggested that rules of etiquette were 

examples of __________________ imperatives, 
which govern our actions only when we have 
relevant interests and desires. 

 
44B. …but Foot argues that we often treat rules of 

etiquette (or spelling) like _________________ 
imperatives instead, believing them to apply to 
the conduct of a person who doesn’t care. 

 
45. She argues that it is wrong to believe that moral 

rules are necessarily more __________________ 
than other types of rules; it only seems to us this 
way because we are taught to regard moral 
maxims with a “special dignity and necessity”. 

 
46. Moreover, she contends that a person does not 

necessarily behave _________________________ 
by disobeying moral maxims, since one may judge 
disobedience to be necessary to achieve one of 
their ends. 

 
47. What does Foot say makes someone a moral 

person, in contrast to Kant’s view that a moral 
person ought to act only out of respect for the 
moral law (and a belief that one ought to obey it)? 

  
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 

48A. Sartre defends his philosophy of 
_______________________ against a number of 
objections and misconceptions,  

 
48B. …and demonstrates how it is really a  

______________________, encouraging people      
to use their lives to effect positive improvements 
in the world. 

 
49. Sartre asserts that there is no such thing as 

___________________________, since there is no 
divine being who designed us. 

 
50. Sartre’s phrase 

“________________________________________” 
expresses the idea that – unlike artifacts – humans 
cannot be defined by an intended purpose, 
because they determine the meaning of their own 
lives through their choices. 

 
51A. The one thing that all human beings have in 

common, according to Sartre, is the condition of 
having our own individual perspective and sense 
of oneself, known as _______________________, 

 
51B. …but our individual sense of self is not, 

according to the existentialist, an excuse for 
_____________________, i.e. a single-minded 
focus on promoting one’s own interests; 

 
51C. …it also makes us aware of our 

________________________: the fact that we can 
relate to all other human beings on the basis of 
this shared condition. 

 
52A. Sartre insists that each individual is not only 

____________________ for shaping themselves, 
but moreover, shaping all of humankind through 
one’s actions, 

 
52B. …which can lead us to feel deep 

___________________, or anxiety, about making 
the right kind of choices; 

 
52C. …moreover, some people dishonorably act in 

_______________________, avoiding acting or 
pretending like their actions don’t matter, rather 
than to feel this difficult emotion. 
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53. According to Sartre, how do moral values      
come into existence if there is no God                 
to create and enforce them? 

  
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
54. What does one call a form of argument in which 

one draws parallels between the topic one is 
arguing about, and another one about which it is 
easy to draw unanimous conclusions? 

 _________________________________ 
 
55. Sartre insists that we should not adopt the 

attitude that it is useless to act upon the world 
because we have no way of knowing whether our 
choices will have a permanent or long-term 
impact, called ___________________. 

 
56. Sartre’s phrase 

“__________________________________________” 
expresses the complicated condition of 
humankind, where one is forced to choose how to 
live, even though one did not choose to be alive in 
the first place. 

 
- END OF EXAM - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


