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Take Home Exam #1 
 
Instructions (Read Before Proceeding!) 
− Material for this exam is from class sessions 2- 7. 
− Please write your answers clearly in the blanks 

provided for each question.  
− Matching and fill-in-the-blank questions are 1 

point each; short answer questions are 2 points. 
− Full credit on short answer questions is given only 

if you express your answers in your own words. 
− There are 14 short answer questions (those with   

5 lines underneath for your responses),               
but you are only required to answer 10 of them. 
That means you may skip 4 of these questions.  

− Some questions may have more than one 
acceptable answer. Partial credit may be given     
for answers that are on the right track. 

 
 

Philosopher X makes these claims (I and II) in the 
introduction of an essay:  
 

I. In this essay I argue against Smith’s view that 
empathy for others is always morally beneficial. 

II. I defend my own claim that other emotions, such 
as anger, are more conducive to moral behavior. 

 
1A. Which claim describes X’s positive view?: ____ 
 

1B. Which claim describes X’s negative view?:____ 
 
Turn the following claims into arguments by adding   
a reason in support of that claim, i.e., a premise.    
 

Ø Feel free to be creative, but avoid making a   
non-sequitur, by choosing a reason for which the 
claim given would be a reasonable conclusion. 
 

Ø Don’t forget to use a premise-flag,                      
to signal that you’re providing a premise! 

 
2A. College should be free for everyone    
 
____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________. 
 
2B. We should all study ethics 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
‘___________________________________________. 

For 3A-3F, write the letter corresponding to the name 
of the fallacy next to the example of that fallacy. 
 
a) Ad Hominem  
b) Anecdotal Evidence       
c) Appeal to Authority       
d) Appeal to Emotion         
e) Appeal to Tradition 
f) Begging the Question 

 
3A._____We shouldn’t eat at that restaurant: I heard 

that someone got sick after eating there. 
 
3B. _____ That class is not worth taking,             

because your time would be better spent 
doing something else. 

 
3C. _____ Oprah said eating gluten is bad for your 

health, so it must be true. 
 
3D._____We couldn’t possibly elect a female 

president; the president has always been a 
man. 

 
3E.._____We can’t trust anything Karl Marx said 

because he’s a communist. 
 
3F.._____Don’t take more food than you’ll eat:        

just think of all the starving children in 
developing countries.   

 
 
4. When an author feels the need to provide defense 

for one of the premises of his/her main argument, 
they can make an ___________________ argument 
supplying reasons to believe that premise is true. 

 
 
5. Assumptions made in a philosophical argument 

need not be proven true, but they should be 
___________________, meaning they are accepted 
as true by the vast majority of people who have the 
requisite knowledge or experience to make an 
informed judgment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

	   2 

If you have an objection to an argument, what are 
two ways you can respond to it? 
 
6A._________________________________________ 
 
6B._________________________________________ 
 
 
Consider this argument: 

Buying alcohol for minors is unethical,        
because people ought to take financial 
responsibility for their own drinking habits. 

 
7. Respond to the argument immediately above   

using one of the two options from 6A/6B: 
 
A _____________________ to this argument is  
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
 

8.   Suppose that researchers find that, in general,    
the more spicy foods someone eats, the better 
their grades are in school. In other words, 
academic performance and spicy food 
consumption are correlated.  

      Jo concludes from this data that eating spicy foods 
makes people smarter, and thus causes them to do 
better in school.  

 
Jo has made the logical error of  
___________________________________________. 

 
9. Fallacix is marketed as a miracle drug that solves 

financial problems. Andy rushes out to the 
pharmacy to buy Fallacix, and takes it every day 
for a month.  
At the end of the month, Andy gets a big raise at 
work. Andy raves about the drug, saying that it 
really does solve financial problems, as promised 
in the commercials. 

 
What logical error has Andy made?  
___________________________________________ 
 
 

For 10A-10G, write the letter corresponding to the 
name of a fallacy next to the example of that fallacy. 
 

a) Confirmation Bias       
b) Equivocation 
c) Hasty Generalization 
d) Red Herring 
e) Slippery Slope 
f) Strawman 

          
10A._____Those gun control activists just want to 

leave us all without any defenses against 
foreign military attacks. 

 
10B._____Our visitor is British, so she will surely be 

expecting tea and crumpets for breakfast.   
 
10C.._____If we say that fetuses have rights, then we’ll 

never be able to eat omelettes again, 
because we’d be violating the rights of 
chicken eggs.  

 
10D.____ Drake is a better rapper than Meek Mill: 

everyone on Drake’s official fan site agrees. 
 
10E._____Smoking is good for your health, because it 

makes you look mature and mysterious 
 
10F. _____A river has banks, and banks hold money, 

so you’re likely to find money at the river. 
 
 
11. The branch of moral philosophy which 

investigates the nature of morality is called 
______________________. 

 
12. One difficulty in investigating morality, according 

to Gilbert Harman, is that how we perceive 
actions depends upon the ____________________ 
we hold, i.e., the set of beliefs we have acquired 
about which actions are right & which are wrong.  

 
13. Harman also raises the worry that we can’t 

actually perceive rightness/wrongness of actions, 
because these do not belong to the actions 
themselves, but instead are ___________________ 
we make about those actions. 
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14A. Moral ____________________ often take the 
rapidity of our moral judgments as evidence that 
we are born with mechanisms allowing us to 
quickly determine if an action is right or wrong; 

 
14B. …moral ___________________, on the other 

hand, believe that our ability to judge right and 
wrong is a skill acquired during our lifetimes. 

 
15A.  Philosophers sometimes use 

_________________________________ involving 
fictional scenarios to help draw conclusions   
about challenging topics. 

 
15B. Explain a problem with using this method to 

draw conclusions about morality: 
 

____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
 

For 16A-D, match the view to the description. 
 

a) Moral anti-realism 
b) Moral realism 
c) Moral nihilism 
d) Moral relativism 
 

16A. ______ Denial of the existence of any kind of 
moral facts 

 
16B. ______ Denial of the existence of            

objective moral facts 
 
16C. ______ Belief that moral judgments                   

(like “X is wrong”) can only be               
true or false with respect to a        
particular set of subjective moral facts  

 
16D. ______ Belief that moral judgments can be true 

or false depending on whether or not 
they correspond with a set of moral facts 
that come from nonhuman sources. 

 
 

17. Does Harman’s essay provide support for moral 
realism, moral anti-realism, or neither? Explain: 

 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 

 
 
18A. _________________ relativists believe that each 

person has their own set of subjective facts, 
 
18B…while __________________ relativists believe 

that communities create and sustain their own 
sets of subjective facts, belief in which is shared 
among their members. 

 
19. Why does it seem to many people that if different 

cultures have different moral codes, there must 
not be any objective moral facts? 

 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 

 
20. James Rachels’ objection to the “Cultural 

Differences Argument” for cultural relativism is 
that it commits a fallacy called a 
______________________, where one uses a 
premise that is not well-suited to support the 
conclusion they wish to argue for. 

 
21. Rachels’ uses a form of argument called a 

_______________________________ when            
he shows that cultural relativism is implausible 
because undesirable consequences would result 
from embracing that view as true. 
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22. Why, according to Rachels, is the mere fact that 
there is disagreement about something not 
enough evidence to conclude that there is no 
objective truth about the matter at hand? 

 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 

 
 
23. Explain one of the three consequences that would 

result from taking cultural relativism seriously, 
according to Rachels. 

 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 

 
 
24. What reasoning does Rachels give to show that 

the common belief that “there are no moral truths 
that hold for all peoples at all times”, often 
associated with cultural relativism, is false? 

 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

25. How does the example of Eskimo infanticide 
support Rachels’ claim that a different in customs 
between cultures should not be mistaken for a 
difference in moral values? 

 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 

 
 
26. Rachels suggests that some moral rules are 

universal (common to all cultures) because they 
are necessary for the __________________ of 
human populations. 

 
27. One thing that cultural relativists get right, from 

Rachels’ perspective, is that they encourage us to 
be open-minded about morality instead of 
succumbing to ______________________,   
meaning unwillingness to modify one’s beliefs. 

 
28A. One lively debate about moral psychology is 

between _____________________,                    
who believe that reasoning should underpin our 
moral judgments,  

 
28B. …and _______________________,                   

who believe that our emotions allow us to judge 
right from wrong. 

 
29A. Adam Smith believed it was obvious that              

all human beings feel the emotion of 
___________________ when we see or imagine 
another person’s suffering. 

 
29B. Smith’s belief that this universal human emotion 

helps us determine right from wrong and is innate 
(something we are born with) makes him a moral 
___________________. 
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30. According to Smith, how does our imagination 
allow us to feel something similar to what other 
people are feeling? 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 

 
 
31. But while Smith seems to believe that it is always 

beneficial for us to be able to feel what other 
people feel, Paul Bloom argues that 
________________ is unlikely to help us when it 
comes to tackling large-scale moral issues. 

 
32. In your own words, explain the “identifiable 

victim effect” and give an example in which this 
effect is used to engage empathy. 

 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
 

33. Explain and give an example of one other way in 
which empathy may actually make it difficult for 
us to do the right thing: 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 

 
 
 

34. Explain why someone who thinks the empathy 
can be morally problematic is not necessarily a 
rationalist about moral decision-making: 

 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 

 
 
35A. _____________________ determinism says 
everything happens the way it does because some 
divine figure planned or commanded that it be so, 
 
35B. …whereas _____________________ determinism 

says everything happens according to a          
chain reaction set in place by the initial 
conditions of the universe and the natural laws 
governing that universe. 

 
36A. It’s commonly thought that in order to have 

___________________, one’s choices must be the 
sole determinant of one’s actions, 

 
36B….and also that one cannot be 

___________________________ for one’s actions 
unless their nothing beyond their choices 
influenced their behavior. 

 
36C. …however Patricia Churchland suggests that 

since this idea is basically nonsensical, we should 
instead focus on whether or not a person has 
___________________ in performing actions. 

 
For 37A & 37B, write ‘necessary’ or ‘sufficient’ in the 

appropriate blank.  
 
37A. Having four sides is a _____________ condition, 

but not a _____________ condition,                    
for being a square. 

 
37B. Eating a slice of pizza is ________________, but 

not _________________ to satisfy one’s hunger. 
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38. Explain in your own words how Galen Strawson 

defends the conclusion that ultimate moral 
responsibility is impossible. 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
39. The view Strawson holds, according to which we 

can be morally responsible even if we don’t have 
free will, is called _____________________. 

 
40. According to Churchland, why are we justified in 

punishing people for performing certain actions, 
even if our brains determine our behavior? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
In the debate about “whether one should obey when 
commands conflict with conscience” (Milgram, 2), 
 

41A. ____________________ philosophers say that  
the individual should act according to their 
moral judgments, even when their judgments 
conflict with the authority’s command, 

 
41B. …whereas _____________________ 

philosophers say that the individual should 
obey the authority even if it means violating      
their moral convictions. 

 
 
 
 

 
42. Fascinatingly, Stanley Milgram’s psychological 

experiment demonstrated that the mere 
_____________________________ that someone 
has authority over us can significantly impact our 
behavior. 

 
43. Someone who doubts that Milgram’s experiment 

can actually tell us anything about how people 
behave in real life situations might object that    
the experiment doesn’t have 
___________________________________. 

 
44. Philosopher Hannah Arendt coined the phrase 

‘___________________________________’ to 
describe the upsetting idea that extremely 
immoral acts can be committed by totally 
ordinary people, and not just by monstrous, 
sadistic individuals. 

 
45. Describe (in your own words!) one of the 

psychological strategies that people adopt to cope 
with the conflict they feel when an authority 
commands them to act immorally. 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
46. A __________________ is a situation where            

we are stuck between two alternatives, both of 
which have undesirable consequences.  

 
47.  __________________ is a view of human behavior 

according to which the way a person acts has 
little to do with their moral character,               
but rather depends on the circumstances in which 
they find themselves. 

 
48. Another way to look at this view of human 

behavior is to say that our actions are subject to 
_________________ determinism, once again 
challenging the commonplace idea that we act 
according to our own free will. 


