
PHI 3240: Philosophy of Art 
 
Final Essay Instructions 
 

Outline(s) (Due Dec. 7th) 
 

− The purpose of making an outline is to help you plot out the argument for your final paper 
and figure out a structure that will get your argument across effectively. 

 
− Your outline must include: 

− A tentative title for the paper, which gives a sense of its topic 
− A draft of an introduction setting the stage for your argument (1-3 paragraphs) 
− The order and topics of the sections comprising the body of the paper (2-3 

recommended) 
− A tentative bibliography (at least 5 sources, including the articles/chapters assigned 

in class to which you are responding) 
 

− Your title should make it immediately clear what you’re going to write about;              
there’s no point in being suspenseful! 

 
− Your introduction should lay out the question or problem that your paper is concerned 

with, and should include a very clear statement of the claim you will argue for in your 
paper. Some additional things you could do to set the scene for your argument include: 

 
− A brief description of competing perspectives on the problem among philosophers 
− A case study of an artwork that raises the question/problem in a helpful way 
− A ‘roadmap’ of how your argument will proceed in the sections that follow 

 
− The order and topics of your sections can be given in a numbered list.  

− Under the introduction, write out the thesis statement of the paper (the main claim 
you will defend). 

− Under each section title (besides the introduction), list the tasks you will 
accomplish in this section of the paper. These tasks should be the basis of the 
paragraphs of your subsections. 

− E.g.: 
 

Based on a True Story: The Strange Allure of Fictionalized Tragedy  
 
1. Introduction: the paradox of pleasure from tragedy 

a. Thesis: Fictional tragedies that are based upon true stories are 
alluring because of the opportunity they provide for us to learn 
about our own world and its ability to produce tragedies. 

 
2. Case Study: Fruitvale Station  

a. Summarize the real-life story which was the basis of the film 
b. Discuss the filmmaker’s motives for making the film 
c. Describe some of the key tragic moments in the film 
d. Discuss critical reception of the film 

 
3. Feagin’s account of the pleasure from tragedy 

a. Explain Feagin’s “meta-response” solution to the paradox 



 
 

b. Explain her claims that we value tragedies because they draw upon 
our moral emotions 

c. Describe how Feagin’s account would make sense of the motives 
for making Fruitvale Station and critical responses to it 
 

4. A competing curiosity-based account of pleasure from tragedy 
a. Summarize Noël Carroll’s curiosity-based solution to the          

paradox of horror 
b. Argue that many fictionalized tragedies have elements in common 

with horror films 
c. Argue that curiosity to discover the reasons behind the occurrence 

of the tragedy gives a competing account of pleasure from tragedy 
d. Apply this account to Fruitvale Station 

 
5. Implications for the moral assessment of viewer responses 

a. Explain that Feagin’s view invites us to question the moral character 
of people on the basis of their responses 

b. Argue that the curiosity-based account fares better because it 
doesn’t drive us to make potentially false conclusions about 
viewers’ character 

 
− Your tentative bibliography must include at least 5 sources and should use MLA format. 

− These sources should be professional scholarly articles & book chapters – with the 
exception of any sources that supply information about artworks that you use as 
examples or case studies in your paper. 
 

− Good places to look for potential sources are: 
− Papers cited by the author of the article/chapter assigned for class. 

− To find these, look through the bibliography or footnotes of the 
article/chapter. 

− These will often include articles/chapters that express the view on 
the topic the author is arguing against. 

− Papers that cite the article/chapter in question. 
− To find these, go to philpapers.org and type in the name of the 

article/chapter; at the bottom of the page you will find a list of 
“Citations of this Work” 

− Other papers by the same author on the same topic (as long as these 
expand upon the discussion) 

− Type the author’s name into philpapers.org to find these. 
− The list “Similar books and articles” at the bottom of the page for the 

article/chapter on PhilPapers. 
−  

− Outlines will be graded on completeness, not on content. 
− I’ll give some recommendations for how to proceed if it seems like you need   

some direction. Feel free to meet me during office hours to discuss your topic(s)! 
 
Essay(s) (Due Dec. 21st)  

− If you write one final paper, it should be 2500-3000 words, excluding the bibliography. 
− If you write two final papers, they should each be 1250-1500 words, without the biblio. 

− Note that if you choose the two-paper option, you need to give an outline for both! 
 


