
PHI 3240: Philosophy of Art 
 
Assignment Instructions 
 
Mini-Essays 
 

− You will write four mini-essays across the span of the semester. 
 

− Each mini-essay should be 600-750 words.  
− If you absolutely need to go beyond 750 words to complete your analysis and/or 

argument, then please mark the point in the paper where you reach the 750-word 
limit (in bold, italics, red text – whatever will get my attention). 
 

− I will not assign topics for these essays: you will choose what to write from             
whatever interested you in any of the readings or lectures preceding the due-date            
for the essay in question.  

− That means that Mini-Essay #1 should draw topics from course sessions 1-5,         
#2 from 6-11, #3 from 12-18, #4 from 19-25. 

− Any quotes, claims, or questions written in the lecture slides are likely to make a 
good essay topic. 

 
− Because these essays are brief, your best bet for a tight, focused essay is to zoom in on   

one question or claim raised either in the readings or in our class discussions. 
 

− The sorts of things you can aim to accomplish in your essays are: 
− Argue for a particular interpretation of what an author meant by what they 

expressed in text (this is called exegesis). 
− Give reasons/examples in defense of some philosophical view/claim. 
− Give reasons/counterexamples to discredit some philosophical view/claim. 
− Discuss what consequences would follow from the truth of some view/claim.   
− Propose a revision to the view/claim, which resolves some objection that could be 

or has been raised against it. 
− Pose a counterargument against some view/claim. 

 
− I will return each of your mini-essays with brief comments and/or recommendations        

for revision.  
− Use these comments/recommendations to guide your decision about which of  

your mini-essays to revise/expand into a final essay (3000 words) or two essays 
(1750 words each.) 

 
− Late essays will incur grade deductions. 

− Essays submitted up to two calendar days after the due date will get 5% taken off 
the grade; if the delay is three or more days, the deduction will be 10%. 

 
− You must contact me before the due date to be considered for an extension on one of the 

two essays.  
− If requesting an extension, you must email me with your essay outline or draft in 

progress as an attachment, and explain the circumstances of your need for extra 
time. 

 
 



 
 
Presentations 
 

− You will give one 10-minute presentation on one of the readings during one of our     
course sessions. 

− I will ask you all to rank preferences of which readings to cover, and will assign 
presentations which best fit everyone’s preferences. 
 

− Please prepare either a handout or a Powerpoint to guide your discussion. 
− If you are using a handout, print 19 copies (one for each of the 18 students 

including yourself, plus one for your professor). 
− If using a Powerpoint, email it to me before class time so I can get the file ready to 

view on the projector at the beginning of class. 
 

− Summarize the author’s argument briefly.  
− You don’t need to give an outline of the whole thing: just identify the key claims 

and the reasons given in their defense. 
− Assume that your classmates have all read the reading, but could use a quick 

refresher on its content before we analyze it together. 
 

− You can do any of the following in your presentation: 
− Explain examples that support the view, or counterexamples that discredit it. 
− Raise challenge cases for the class to discuss, which are neither obviously 

examples or counterexamples of the view in question. 
− Criticize the reasoning the author uses to support their view. 
− Expand upon the author’s defense of their view by giving additional reasons          

in its support. 
− Discuss some consequences or implications of the author’s view. 
− Suggest a revision to the author’s view. 
− Pose a counterargument against the view. 

 
− Please make sure to list at least a few questions on your handout or Powerpoint, for the 

class to discuss after your presentation has concluded. 
 

− Feel free to be creative! Use of images, videos, music recordings, text excerpts, etc. is 
welcome and encouraged. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


