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Quiz #2 
 
Instructions 
− Answer as many questions as you are able to. 
− Please write your answers clearly in the blanks 

provided. Do the best you can to complete       
your answers within the space given.  
 

The maximum score is 55 points. 
− Fill-in-the-blank and matching questions are   

worth 1 point each, unless otherwise specified. 
Short-answer questions are 2 points each.               
The essay question is 9 points (3 per paragraph). 

− Depending upon the performance of the class,  
this quiz may be graded on a curve. 

 
1. When a philosopher presents an issue as if there 

are only two possible options when in fact there 
could be more, this is called a 
_______________________________. 

 
2. Locke says that if we reject nativism,                 

then our minds are like a ____________________ 
when we are born. 

 
3. On Locke’s view, the only two sources from which 

we get our ideas are __________________ and 
____________________. 

 
4A. A __________________ quality is the same             

no matter what conditions it is in or who is 
perceiving it, 

 
4B. …whereas a ____________________ quality        

(like color) can vary depending on the conditions 
in which the object is perceived. 

 
5. Explain (in your own words!) one of the four 

arguments Locke gives against nativism. 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 

For 6A-J, match the description with the letter of the 
corresponding term. Each term is used only once. 
 

A. compatiblism        F. incompatibilism 
B. determinism          G. materialism 
C. empiricism            H. moral responsibility 
D. free will                I.  reliabilism 
E. idealism                 J. skepticism 

 
6A.  ____ The metaphysical doctrine that everything is 

bound to happen exactly the way it does. 
 
6B.  ____  Something which many people believe we 

cannot have if we do not have free will. 
 
6C.  ____ The view that Locke held as his positive 

view about how we acquire our ideas. 
 
6D. ____  The metaphysical view according to which 

physical objects exist independently of our 
minds. 

 
6E.  ____ The attitude held by someone who believes 

that if we don’t have true knowledge about 
x, then we should withhold belief about x. 

 
6F. _____ Some thing most of us believe is a distinctive 

feature of human actions, but which we 
may not actually have, whether or not 
determinism is true. 

 
6G.  ____ The view that Strawson & Churchland hold, 

which says we can hold people (including 
ourselves) morally responsible for their 
actions, even if determinism is true. 

 
6H.  ____ The view Nagel holds, according to which if 

determinism is true, we cannot hold people 
morally responsible for their actions. 

 
6I. ____  The metaphysical view Berkeley defended, 

according to which no material things 
really exist.  

 
6J. ____  The view that knowledge requires reliable 

ways of gathering evidence and drawing 
conclusions from that evidence. 
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7. When two seemingly-true facts contradict each 
other, and we have to figure out which one is really 
true, philosophers call that a ___________________. 
 
8. According to Russell, why don’t we really know 
that there is a real table? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
9. Russell suggests that we calls the information      

that can our senses give us ___________________,      
to distinguish that information from knowledge 
about the nature of physical objects. 

 
10. Why does Descartes “go straight for the basic 

principles on which all [his] former beliefs 
rested”, instead of doubting every single one of 
his beliefs individually? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
11. Why does Descartes think that even mathematical 

truths should be subject to doubt? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 

12. Descartes concludes in Meditation II that he is a 
___________________ thing. 
 
13. “Cogito, ergo sum” translates to 

_____________________________________. 
 
 
14A. _____________________ ideas are those 

acquired during our lifetimes, and dependent 
upon experience. 

 
14B. …whereas ______________________ ideas are 

those we were born with, or developed by 
reasoning with ideas we were born with. 

 
 
For 15A-D, write either ‘necessary’ or ‘sufficient’ in 
each blank to form complete, logical sentences. 
 

15A.	  Being female is a              
_____________________ condition,                    
but not a _____________________ condition,          
for being a sister. 

 
15B. Eating a hamburger could be a 

_____________________ condition,                        
but not a _____________________ condition,         
for satisfying one’s hunger. 

 
15C. Many people take for granted that having  

free will is a __________________ condition 
for having moral responsibility. 

 
15D. But though the falseness of determinism 

might seem to guarantee that we have        
free will, living in an indeterministic universe 
is actually not a _____________________ 
condition for having free will. 

 
 
17A. _____________________ determinism says 

everything happens the way it does because some 
divine figure planned or commanded that it be so. 

 
17B. …whereas _____________________ determinism 

says everything happens according to a chain 
reaction set in place by the initial conditions of 
the universe and the natural laws governing that 
universe. 
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18A. Explain (in your own words!) one reason that 
one might think determinism is true: 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
18B. Explain (in your own words!) one reason that 

one might think determinism is false: 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
19. Patricia Churchland is a _____________________, 

someone who thinks our approach to 
philosophical problems shouldn’t rely upon 
reasoning alone, but instead should make use      
of scientific methods and findings. 
 

20. According to Churchland, why are we justified in 
punishing socially-dangerous actions, even if our 
brains determine our behavior? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
21. In contrast with Descartes, Churchland believes 

that for each of us, the  ______________                       
is “a construction of the brain”, and hence is    
part of the physical world. 

 
 

For the short-essay portion of the quiz,     
− Choose one of the following prompts,  
− and answer each of the three questions in the 

prompt in the space provided on the next page.  
 

Ø Don’t bother writing an introduction or 
conclusion – just get straight to the point. 

Ø Do aim for clarity, precision, structure, and 
brevity in your responses. (See the last two 
slides from Session 3 to review these attributes 
of good philosophical writing.) 

 
Prompt A  

a. Explain Descartes’ discussion of the nature of 
wax, and how we come to understand what 
wax really is.  
 

b. What does he think this discussion suggests 
about what it means to really understand what 
we human beings are?  

 
c. Do you think this is a good method for 

discerning what our fundamental nature is? 
 
Prompt B 

a. Explain why Nagel thinks that the fact that an 
action was caused by someone’s psychological 
states is not a good reason to hold that person 
morally responsible for that action. 
 

b. Why does he also think we aren’t justified in 
punishing people whose psychological states 
cause criminal behavior? 

 
c. Do you think his argument gives us sufficient 

reasons to stop punishing and/or jailing 
criminals? 

 
Prompt C  

a. According to Strawson, ultimate moral 
responsibility is impossible. Explain briefly the 
reasoning he gives for that conclusion.  
 

b. Why does he nevertheless think we can 
continue to hold people morally responsible 
for their actions?  

 
c. Do you think his view helps us settle exactly 

when someone should be held morally 
responsible for their actions – even in some of 
the difficult cases we discussed? 
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a. 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
b. 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
c. 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 

Prompt: ______ 


