
PHI 1500: Major Issues in Philosophy 
 
Baruch College, Fall 2016 
time: Monday/Wednesday10:45am-12pm 
section: CMWA, credits: 3.0 
room: VC 9-125 
course website: bit.ly/phi1500f16 
 

instructor: Lauren R. Alpert 
email: lauren.r.alpert@gmail.com 
office: Philosophy Dept., VC 5-295 
office hours: M/W 12-12:30; please notify me 
by email or before lecture to set an appointment

This course will introduce you to some of the major questions, themes, and perspectives  
in Western philosophy, a discipline that calls anything and everything into question. 
We will examine the beliefs and assumptions we hold about the world, our society, and ourselves, 
and explore new alternatives for making sense of the world and acting within it. 
 

PHI 1500 satisfies the Flexible Core Individual & Society requirement (and your thirst for knowledge). 
 
course objectives 
 

Students will: 
− hone reading comprehension & interpretation skills  
− cultivate critical thinking skills 
− learn to identify and correct flawed reasoning in one’s own and others’ thinking 
− improve the clarity and persuasiveness of written and spoken arguments 

 

requirements & grading 
 

To complete this course, you will: 
 

− attend each class session and participate in discussions 
 

− read the article(s) or chapter(s) assigned for each session 
− all readings are posted to the course website as PDFs 
− please bring the text to class (printed or on a screen) to refer to in discussions 

 

− share your thoughts about the readings on the class discussion forum 
− 10 paragraph-length posts (as ‘comments’ on the Readings page) are required 
− additional posts will count for extra credit (.5% added to your grade per post) 
− if you don’t want to post publicly, you can post anonymously  

(using your student ID #), or submit your posts privately via email 
− these will be graded only for completeness, not for content 

 

− submit 4 take-home exams 
− these will involve using the readings and lecture materials to complete 

matching, fill-in-the-blank, short-answer, and short essay questions 
− these are meant to be like problem sets, which will help you master the material 

by using and synthesizing principles and concepts discussed in class 
− only 3 exams will count toward your final grade – meaning you can either  

take all 4 exams and drop your lowest grade, or strategically skip one exam 
 
Grades are calculated as follows (using Baruch’s letter grade/point scale: 
see baruch.cuny.edu/advisement/grades-and-gpa.html) 
 

− take-home exams: 75% (25% each x3) 
− discussion forum posts: 10% 
− participation/attendance/conduct: 15%  
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course topics & theme questions  
 

What is philosophy? (methodology) 

What do we know with certainty? How do we acquire our beliefs? (epistemology) 

What is human nature? What kind of government is best? (social/political philosophy) 

Do we have free will (and if we don’t, what are the implications)? (metaphysics) 

What is the relationship between the mind and the brain? (philosophy of mind) 

How should we treat each other? What should we do about injustice? (ethics) 

What are race and gender, and how do they impact our lives? (phil. of race/gender) 
 

policies 
 

− Check the course website and your email regularly for updates.  
I may also post additional resources that may be helpful to you. I will also email the class in 
the event of any changes to the course schedule. 
 

− Feel free to email me if you have questions or concerns about the course. I will try to make 
expectations for essays, quizzes, and exams abundantly clear, so please read assignments 
thoroughly before emailing. Please include “PHI 1500” in the subject line of your message.  
I will do my best to respond promptly to emails. 
 

− Submitting quizzes or the debate report late will result in deductions from your grade:  
5% off if submitted up to two calendar days after the due date, 10% if three days or more.  

 
 

classroom etiquette 
 

− Please arrive on time and ready to take notes.  
If you arrive late, please do so quietly to avoid distracting classmates around you. 
 

− Eating and drinking are permitted in class if done quietly and courteously. 
 

− Laptops and tablets are permitted for note-taking, unless it is distracting to you, me,  
or anyone around you. I reserve the right to ask you to put devices away,  
if I can tell that you’re abusing the right to use them to enhance your learning experience. 
 

− If you print the readings or Powerpoint slides for your personal use,  
print double-sided and/or multiple pages/slides per sheet to save paper. 
 

− Please silence cell phones and keep them in your bag during class. 
 
 

accessibility 
 

− Please contact me if you are having trouble keeping up with the course material  
(especially if English is not your first language), and I will do what I can to help. 
 

− If you require additional assistance beyond what I can provide during office hours  
and over email, you are encouraged to visit the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities 
(OSSD: Room 2-271, Vertical Campus) for extra support.  
For information on the OSSD, see baruch.cuny.edu/studentaffairs/ossd/disabilityServices.htm. 
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attendance 
 

− If you need to miss class, email me in advance so I can mark your absence as excused. 
 

− You are allowed one unexcused absence for the semester.  
Additional unexcused absences will reduce your participation/attendance/conduct grade. 
 

− Per Baruch policy, any student who misses more than 4 class sessions will be given  
a grade of ‘WU’ (Unofficial Withdrawal) – equivalent to an F in GPA calculations. 
 

− You are responsible for all course material, including that covered in lectures you miss.  
Refer to the Powerpoint slides and consult your classmates about material covered in  
any lectures you do not attend.  
I recommend that you identify at least one classmate who you trust to take good notes and 
exchange contact information with them. If you ask a fellow student for help catching up, you 
should be willing to return the favor for that student on another occasion. 

. 
 

conduct 
 

− You must respect the views of your classmates during full-class and small-group discussions, 
no matter how drastically they may differ from your own. Disrespectful, disparaging, or hateful 
speech will not be tolerated. As we will discuss in this class, language can have a very 
powerful effect on others. Please take care to ensure that your language conveys appreciation 
and support for your fellow students’ efforts. 
 

− Harassment of any kind will not be tolerated. All communications with your classmates and 
professor should be courteous and professional. Protip: If you sense that you ought to preface 
what you intend to say or do with an apology (that’s probably a good indicator that what you 
were about to say is inappropriate for an academic context. 
 

− There is zero tolerance for cheating and/or plagiarism in my course and at Baruch College. 
Confirmed instances of cheating/plagiarism will result in a zero for the assignment in question 
– and possibly for the entire course. Suspected instances will result in a hold on your grade for 
the course until the issue is resolved with the Dean’s Office. 

 
statement on representation in philosophy 
 

The vast majority of texts traditionally taught in introductory philosophy courses are authored by 
white males. While it may be tempting to conclude that white men must be better at philosophy 
than members of other groups, this is not the case: instead, the dominance of white males in the 
profession reflects a long-standing imbalance of social power which has denied members of other 
groups the opportunity to study philosophy or to have their philosophical work recognized and 
celebrated by academic institutions. This imbalance is also reflected in the demographics of 
philosophy departments today, in which women and people of color are underrepresented. 
 

Many philosophers today are devoted to taking measures for the historical exclusion of female and 
non-white authors from philosophy. This syllabus was made to ensure inclusion of authors from 
these traditionally-excluded groups, and also to cover topics (especially race & gender) that have 
been neglected for much of intellectual history. Of course, more work can still be done to make 
philosophy an equal-opportunity endeavor. As a philosophy student, you can help out by taking 
views seriously & thoughtfully, no matter from whom they come, and also by believing in the 
legitimacy of your own perspective. 
 

The course schedule (next page) is subject to change. Look out for updates via email!  
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− September 14th is the last day to drop the course without any marks on your transcript.  
− November 10th is the last day to withdraw from the course with a grade of ‘W’  

(Official Withdrawal, no GPA penalty). 

MONDAY WEDNESDAY 
1. August 29th   2. August 31st   

Introduction to the course 
 

All About Arguments Part I 

September 5th - NO CLASS  3.  September 7th  
Baruch Closed for Labor Day Pryor, “Guidelines on Reading Philosophy” 

Locke, An Essay Concerning Human 
Understanding (excerpt) 

4. September 12th  5. September 14th   
NO LECTURE: Read All About Arguments Part 2  
& complete the exercise on the website 

Russell, “Appearance & Reality” 

6. September 19th  7.  September 21st   
Descartes, Meditation I & II from Meditations on 
First Philosophy 

James, Pragmatism (excerpt) 
èDownload Take Home Exam #1 

8. September 26th  9.  September 28th   
Hobbes, Leviathan (excerpt) Rousseau, Discourse on … Inequality (excerpt) 

★TAKE HOME EXAM #1 DUE 
October 3rd - NO CLASS   10. October 5th  

Baruch Holiday Held, “Non-Contractual Society: A Feminist View” 

  October 10th  - NO CLASS     October 12th - NO CLASS   
Baruch Closed Baruch Holiday 

12. October 17th   13. October 19th   
Strawson, “Your Move: The Maze of Free Will”  
Churchland, “Do We Have Free Will?” 

Milgram, Obedience to Authority (excerpt) 
èDownload Take Home Exam #2  

14. October 24th   15. October 26th  
Montero, On the Philosophy of Mind (excerpts) Ryle, “Descartes’ Myth” from The Concept of Mind 

★TAKE HOME EXAM #2 DUE 
16. October 31st   17. November 2nd   

Churchland on Eliminative Materialism (video) Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics (excerpt) 

18. November 7th   19. November 9th   
Mill, Utilitarianism (excerpt)  
 

O’Neill, “A Simplified Account of Kant’s Ethics” 

20. November 14th   21. November 16th 
Thomson, “Killing, Letting Die, & the Trolley Problem” 
èDownload Take Home Exam #3 

Young, Five Faces of Oppression (excerpt) 

November 21st – NO CLASS November 23rd – NO CLASS 
★TAKE HOME EXAM #3 DUE (email only!) Happy (early) Thanksgiving! 

21. November 28th   22. November 30th   
Anderson, “What’s Wrong With Inequality?”  de Beauvoir, The Second Sex (excerpts) 

23. December 5th  24. December 7th   
Mills, “But What Are You Really?:  
The Metaphysics of Race” 

Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk (excerpt) 

25. December 12th    TBA (Final Exam Date) 
hooks, “Eating the Other: Desire and Resistance” 
èDownload Take Home Exam #4 

★TAKE HOME EXAM #4 DUE 


