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Take Home Exam #4 
 
Instructions 
− Answer as many questions as you are able to. 
− Please write your answers clearly in the blanks 

provided. Do the best you can to complete your 
answers in the space given.  

− Matching or fill-in-the-blank questions are worth  
1 point each. Partial credit may be given. 

− On this exam, you must answer each short answer 
question for up to 4 points (instead of choosing 
one of two prompts) 

− The maximum score is 61 points. 
− If you’re not sure, guessing is better than leaving    

a question blank.  
 
 
1. Iris Marion Young argues that under today’s 

concept, oppression is _______________, meaning 
that it is insidiously built into the practices, 
policies, & institutions of well-meaning societies. 

 
2A. Typically, when one group is oppressed,  

another is comparatively _____________  
even if they do not intend to harm or 
disadvantage the other group; 

 

2B. Additionally, an oppressed group may not 
have a corresponding group that actively 
oppresses them, since social power structures 
are not always _____________ (operating in a  
one-to-one relationship). (2 possible answers) 

 
3A. The recognition that different systems of 

oppression (e.g. racism & sexism) can overlap  
and have combined effects on individual’s lives  
is called _________________________. 

 

3B .Young insists that no single form of oppression 
should be given “_____________________” 
over any other: they all are equally deserving 
of our attention and concern, especially 
because they can reinforce each other. 

 
4. On Young’s view, we don’t choose our social group 

membership because of who we are, but rather 
shape our individual _______________ in response 
to the social group(s) we find ourselves in. 

 

5. Explain Young’s argument against those who 
believe that social groups must be eliminated in 
order to eliminate oppression. Do you agree with 
Young, or her opponents (or neither), and why? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
6A. Young also advocates for ____________________, 

a view which denies that social group 
membership is based upon the unalterable,  
shared nature of group members. 

 

6B. This view helps to keep in focus the fact that 
social groups are ______________________:  
the diversity within a group may be as large 
(or even larger) than the perceived differences 
between groups. 

 
7. Former prisoners are an example of a social group 

that is often ______________________,  
i.e. unjustly prevented from participating fully  
in social life, the labor market, and politics. 

 
8. Simone de Beauvoir is a __________________, 

meaning that she believes the sexes should be 
treated as equals and enjoy the same rights. 

 
9. Whereas Jean Paul Sartre believed each individual 

is radically free to determine their own identity, 
de Beauvoir observed that the options available 
for us to choose from are restricted by 
__________________________ beyond our control. 
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10A. de Beauvoir notes that even when women  
are supposed to be treated as equals to men 
according to the law (or __________________), 

 

10B. …they are often not treated as equals 
__________________, meaning in reality. 

 

 10C. An example is the wage gap, one reason for 
which is the _____________________ of the labor 
market into lower-paying careers thought to be 
suitable for women and higher-paying careers 
thought to be suitable for men. 

 
11A. The anti-feminist charge that “if women gain 

rights, they will no longer truly be women” 
reveals that in many people’s minds, 
subordination and traditional femininity are 
_____________________________ for womanhood. 

 

11B. Some contemporary feminists, adopting a 
view of gender as fluid rather than fixed,  
now argue that being born _______________  
isn’t even necessary to be a woman. 

 

11C. Relatedly, philosopher Judith Butler argues 
that we _______________ our gender, e 
nacting it through actions in accordance with 
norms for femininity or masculinity. 

 
12. What did de Beauvoir mean by “One is not born, 

but becomes a woman”? Does she think this 
applies to men as much as to it does to women? 
Do you agree or disagree with her on this matter? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 

13. de Beauvoir argues that masculinity and 
femininity are not essences or products of biology, 
but rather are ________________________ 
invented and developed by human communities. 

 
14A. She uses the term “__________________”                     

to characterize the status given to women             
when men assert themselves as the true or  
default state of humankind.  

 

14B. One way that women is harmed when they 
are relegated to this subordinate status is 
through “_____________________________”  
– a term coined by Miranda Fricker to 
describe the consequences of not taking 
women seriously as sources of knowledge  
and authority (even about their own bodies). 

 
15A. de Beauvoir remarks that some women become 

______________ in their subordination because of 
the risks involved with challenging the status quo. 

 

15B. She warns that women who simply accept 
their gender role without ever questioning it 
are acting in “__________________”,  
rejecting their responsibility to take charge of 
their own identity. 

 
16. de Beauvoir says a gender revolution needs to  

not only change the way people think about 
gender roles, but also should address 
_________________________ that restrict women’s 
social power, like the lack of financial resources 
that follow from unequal pay, and/or failure of 
employers to provide paid maternity leave. 

 
17. Nancy Fraser worries that many feminists today 

are advocating only for the advancement of only 
some kinds of women, at the expense of 
exacerbating socioeconomic inequality and 
_______________, the disdain for the poor. 

 

18 A,B,C. Fraser believes that gender equality  
cannot be achieved within a capitalist system  
that involves a gendered 
_______________________________ between 
“___________________” work usually performed  
by men and compensated with wages, and 
“___________________” work usually performed 
by women and not compensated financially. 
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19A. Fraser warns that the rise of women  
to the top of the corporate ladder often requires 
the exploitation of workers lacking 
__________________________, i.e., opportunities 
for economic advancement. 

 

19B. Hence, mainstream “Lean In”-style feminism 
bolsters _________________________,  
a viewpoint on which human success is best 
measured by performance in competition for 
wages and profits in a market economy. 

 
20. Does Fraser think that we need to get rid of 

capitalism altogether in order to achieve gender 
equality? Why or why not? Explain the strategy 
she recommends to help those women who are 
currently disadvantaged by capitalism. 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
21. Charles W. Mills argues that philosophers  

need to address race because while in an ideal 
world it would be completely ________________,  
it has certainly not been that way in practice. 

 
22A. Mills explains that race has always functioned as 

a _________________ system characterized by the 
stratification of groups within a power structure,  

 

 22B. …instead of a _____________________ 
system on which all racial groups exist on  
a level playing-field. 

 
 

For 23A-23E, match the description to one of the 
theories of race Mills outlines. 
 

a. constructivism    d.  relativism 
b. error theory        e.  realism 
c. eliminativism      f.   subjectivism 

 

23A.  _____ Races exist, but membership in them is 
voluntary, and that’s what makes races 
arbitrary collections of people.  

 

23B.  _____ Races don’t exist at all; people have been 
mistaken in speaking as if there is anything 
that corresponds to racial categories. 

 

23C.  _____ Races do exist, because societies have 
made them an objective part of our world. 

 

23D.  _____ Races do exist, because common genes or 
essences shared by group members lead 
them to develop shared characteristics. 

 

23E.  _____  Races don’t exist, so we should cease 
using any sort of racial terminology as it 
doesn’t really make sense and only has 
harmful effects. 

 

23F.  _____  Races only exist insofar as communities 
have formally decided to recognize such 
categories (e.g., on census forms). 

 
24. The debate over cultural ______________________ 

is complicated not only by the difficulty of settling 
whether or not races have distinctive cultures, but 
also by the lack of clarity concerning whether or 
not cultural artifacts or productions belong to 
anyone or any group in particular. 

 
25. One “problem case” concerning racial 

classification is an individual with R1 ancestry who 
nevertheless appears physically to be a member of 
R2: those who believe __________________  
is the key criterion for racial membership  
might deny that this individual is really an R1 

because people do not treat him/her like an R1. 
 
26. Philosopher Robert Gooding-Williams suggested 

that we distinguish between “thick” and “thin” 
blackness (or whiteness, latinidad, Asianness, etc.) 
in order to acknowledge that 
________________________________ with one’s  
race comes in various degrees: some people take 
their racial group membership to be much more 
central to their lives than others do. 
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 27. W.E.B. DuBois addresses the 
______________________,   
or first-person experience, of belonging to  
an oppressed racial group. 

 
28. What is DuBois describing when he talks about 

being “shut out from the world by a vast veil”? 
Explain this phenomenon with your own example 
of a way a metaphorical veil like this operates to 
impact the perception of one group by another. 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
29. __________________________ is when someone 

harbors unconscious negative attitudes towards 
members of a social group, which are revealed 
through their behavior but may conflict with their 
conscious, publicly-stated attitudes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30A. He uses the term 
“_________________________________” to 
describe the experience of “always looking at 
one’s self through the eyes of others”, burdened 
with the awareness that one is being perceived 
through the lens of a specific social category. 

 
30B. One way in which this type of experience can 

impact an individual’s behavior is by inducing 
________________________: the adjustment of 
one’s speech and demeanor, in order to either 
conform with or counteract expectations for how 
one should behave given one’s race. 
 

* END OF EXAM * 


