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Take Home Exam #3 
 
Instructions 
− Answer as many questions as you are able to. 
− Please write your answers clearly in the blanks 

provided. Do the best you can to complete your 
answers in the space given.  

− Matching or fill-in-the-blank questions are worth  
1 point each. Partial credit may be given. 

− On this exam, you must answer each short answer 
question for up to 4 points (instead of choosing 
one or two prompts) 

− The maximum score is 90 points. 
− If you’re not sure, guessing is better than leaving    

a question blank.  
 
 
1A.  The philosophical challenge of specifying how 

the mind fits into the physical world is called the 
__________________________________. 

 

1B. The major dialectic on this issue is between 
__________________, who think that 
assembling all the physical materials of a 
human being is enough to produce a mind, 

 

1C….and __________________, who think that to 
make a human, the mind must be added to all 
the physical parts as a separate ingredient. 

 
2A. When Descartes claims that  
 

 …the fact that I can clearly and distinctly 
understand one thing apart from another is 
enough to make me certain that the two things 
are distinct, since they are capable of being 
separated, at least by God… 

 

 he is relying upon the 
____________________________________,  
according to which one can determine  
what is possible by determining what one can 
wrap one’s mind around, or envision clearly in 
one’s thoughts. 

 
2B. Montero suggests that what Descartes really 

means in the text above is that he finds  
no _________________ in the idea of the mind 
being completely separate from the body. 

3A. Descartes believed that minds & bodies are not 
only distinct from another, but that they are 
entirely different ____________________: 

 

3B. He called the stuff that minds are made of 
___________________, and called the stuff 
bodies are made of ____________________. 

 
4. Princess Elizabeth of Bohemia objected that  

on Descartes’ view, it is entirely unclear how 
minds & bodies can ________________ with  
each other, since a non-physical thing  
cannot make contact with a physical thing  
(and vice-versa). 

 
5. Gilbert Ryle criticized Descartes’ view                  

by calling it “the dogma of the 
_____________________________________”. 

 
6A. Ryle explains that Descartes’ view establishes a 

_________________________ between mind and 
body, since it classifies everything that exists into 
one or the other category. (2 possible answers) 

 

6B. He adds that as a consequence of dividing 
everything up into strictly mental or strictly 
physical, Descartes’ view entails that 
everything in our lives belongs to two 
“___________________________”:  
one life of public or “external” events, and 
another life of private, “internal” events”. 

 
7A. The _______________________________________ 

is the difficulty we encounter in trying to justify 
our conviction that our fellow human beings            
have inner lives just like ours, in the absence of 
any direct evidence. 

 

7B. Ryle explains that Descartes’ dualist view 
attributes to each of us privileged, infallible 
knowledge about ____________ minds, 

 

7C. …but “no direct access of any sort to the 
events of the inner life of another” – so for all 
we know, our peers could be robots or 
automatons with no ____________ at all. 

 

7D. Philosopher David Chalmers coined the term 
___________________________________         
to describe beings who look like humans,     
but lack conscious experience.  
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8. Ryle insists that, despite what Descartes’ view 
suggests, ordinary people are excellent at 
________________________, the ability to use our 
reasoning to figure out how other peoples’ 
thoughts, feelings, beliefs, etc. are the same or 
different from our own. (2 possible answers) 

 
9A. ______________________ is the view that minds 

aren’t spooky and immaterial: minds are just a 
term for physically-observable phenomena       
that make human beings distinct from   
inanimate objects or robots. 

 

9B. Ryle thinks Descartes was completely wrong 
to conclude that minds & bodies are so 
radically different; instead, both exist as parts 
of the __________________ world. 

 

9C. Ryle’s view is a _________________ answer to 
the mind-body problem, since it suggests that 
all it takes to get a complete human being is to 
designate a portion of the physical world as 
“mental”. 

 
10. Explain what problem with dualism Ryle is 

articulating when he says that  
the “transactions between the episodes of [our] 
private history and those of [our] public history 
remain mysterious, since by definition they can 
belong to neither series”. 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 

For 11A-F, match the description with the letter of 
the corresponding term. Each term is used only once. 
 

A. category mistake               D. Masked Man Fallacy 
B. law of the excluded middle      E. Paradigm shift        
C. Leibniz’ law                      F. reductio ad absurdum 
 

11A.  ____  If two things have all the same properties, 
then they are indiscernible from one 
another, and must be identical. 

 

11B.  ____  Another term for a conceptual revolution, 
where traditional ways of describing and 
thinking about something are thrown out in 
favor of new terms and explanations. 

 

11C.  ____  Two mutually-exclusive categories  
jointly-exhaust the possibilities for  
how something can exist: it can be one  
or the other, not both and not neither. 

 

11D. ____   The assumption that two things (A and B) 
are non-identical on the basis of their 
relational properties (such as the different 
beliefs you hold about A vs. B, or their 
names) instead of their intrinsic properties. 

 

11E. ____  A form of argument where one shows that 
an opponent’s view should be rejected, 
because it leads to an unacceptable 
consequence. 

 

11F.  ____ The misapplication of a concept, where 
someone mistakenly thinks that two things 
are related such that it is possible to 
contrast them with one another. 

 
11. Patricia Churchland’s naturalist approach to the 

mind-body problem leads her to have confidence 
that _____________________ will eventually be 
able to explain everything about minds. 

 
13A. The practice of explaining phenomena studied 

by scientists in ‘less pure’ fields in terms of 
phenomena studied by scientists in ‘more pure’ 
fields is called ___________________________. 

 

13B. Churchland’s example of how monogamous 
behavior in voles seems to depend upon  
hormonal activity in the brain seems to show 
how psychology can be _______________ to 
neuroscience: everything we used to describe 
in the terms of the former can be re-described 
in the more fundamental terms of the latter. 
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14A. “__________________________” is a term for     
how ordinary people understand & talk about      
mental traits, properties, states, events, etc. on  
an everyday basis. 

 

14B. According to Churchland, the history of 
science suggests that new discoveries are 
likely to lead us to ________________ this 
ordinary understanding of minds, resulting in 
a more rigorous, scientifically-informed view. 

 

14C. She reminds us that in the medieval era, 
people used concepts like “fire” in a confused 
way, and believed in non-existent phenomena 
like “spontaneous generation” and 
“phlogiston” – but this was a result of their 
__________________, not their stupidity. 

 

14D. Similarly, we ought to recognize that there 
is much we do not yet know about the mind, 
so many assumptions popular today – for 
example, that we each have a _____________, 
despite the absence of scientific evidence for 
its existence – could turn out to be baseless. 

 
15. ____________________________________________ 

is the view that our current way of talking about 
mental phenomena will be completely replaced 
with new, scientific terminology in the future. 

 
16. __________________ ethics is the subfield of 

moral philosophy which develops practical 
standards for judging right & wrong actions. 

 
17A. Since “noble and just actions…exhibit much 

variety and fluctuation”, Aristotle proposes that 
we try to formulate rough _________________ for 
how we ought to behave, rather than strict rules. 
 

17B. He proposes that in order to determine the 
best way for humans to behave, we ought to 
first determine the _______________  of 
human life – the final end, aim, purpose, or 
objective our lives are supposed to achieve. 

 

17C. He argues that the function of human life   
must be to use one’s ________________,  
since this is a capacity only humans possess 
(unlike growth, nutrition, and perception – 
which also belong to plants and animals). 

 
 

For 18A-G, match the description with the letter of 
the corresponding view, concept, or principle.  
 

A. Categorical Imperative     E. golden mean 
B. consequentialism             F. utilitarianism 
C. deontology                      G. virtue ethics 
D. Greatest Happiness Principle 

 

18A.  ____ An ethical view which emphasizes  
the necessity of developing excellent  
moral character, which will ensure that we 
are disposed to do good actions, but adjust 
our behavior to suit specific situations. 

 

18B.  ____ An approach to ethics where actions are 
judged right/wrong on the basis of the 
outcomes they produce. 

 

18C.  ____  A view which says that we ought to act so 
as to maximize total happiness and 
minimize total pain for all people who may 
be affected by our actions 

 

18D. ____  The midpoint or intermediate between  
two extreme ways of behaving,  
which Aristotle thinks is generally the  
best way for us to act. 

 

18E.  ____ Kant’s “Supreme Principle of Morality”, 
which operates as an inviolable maxim 
which every human being is obligated to 
obey at all times. 

 

18F. ____  An approach to ethics where actions are 
judged right/wrong on the basis of the 
rule(s) one follows by acting. 

 

18G.  ____ An ethical principle according to which 
right actions tend to produce pleasure, and 
wrong actions tend to produce pain. 

 
19A. Aristotle says “the many” (i.e., the majority of 

people) associate happiness with____________,  
while “people of superior refinement” identify 
happiness with _____________, 

 

19B. …but the true meaning of happiness,        
according to Aristotle, is activity of the 
rational part of our soul in accordance with 
______________ (i.e., excellence). 

 

19C. Aristotle uses the term “________________”, 
(also translating to flourishing) to refer to his 
definition of happiness, so as not to confuse it 
with ordinary notions of happiness. 
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20. Explain what Aristotle is recommending when he 
writes that “the intermediate state is in all things 
to be praised, but…we must incline sometimes 
towards the excess, sometimes towards the 
deficiency; for so shall we most easily hit the 
intermediate and what is right.” 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
21A. Aristotle explains that intellectual virtues must 

be taught, but moral virtues arise in us by 
__________ – through consistent, repeated action. 

 

21B. This means that one cannot be moral merely 
by having good ________________; we must 
actually act in the right way when the 
opportunity arises if we want to be virtuous. 

 

21C. He also adds that one must also take 
______________ doing the right thing; 
otherwise one is not truly virtuous. 

 

21D. For this reason, 
___________________________ must begin 
early in life, so we not only do right actions, 
but also do them in the right manner. 

 
22A.  Mill endorses an ethical view which takes “the 

foundation of morals” to be ____________: 
the positive results of our actions. 

 

22B. He thinks our calculations about how to 
behave need to consider both the 
________________ and the ________________ 
of pleasure/pain produced by an action. 

23A. Mill clarifies that he believes the standard for 
judging actions is not one’s own happiness;  
rather, sometimes the right action will actually  
__________________  our own pleasure, 

 

23B. …as is demonstrated by the sacrifices          
made by ___________________________              
in order to promote the greater good.  

 
24. Utilitarianism demands that we are strictly 

_______________ or objective in weighing our 
own interests against those of others.  

 
25. There is an important distinction between  

__________ utilitarianism, which judges  
individual actions as right/wrong, 
. …and __________ utilitarianism, which says that 
we should judge types of actions on the basis of 
what their outcomes generally are. 

 
26. Why does Mill believe that utilitarianism not only 

directs the actions of individuals, but also implies 
that we ought to adopt specific social/political 
policies? Give your own example of a social or 
political policy supported by utilitarianism. 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
27. Some philosophers, including Onora O’Neill, 

object that utilitarianism is hard to follow because 
it’s impossible to ____________ in advance exactly 
what consequences an action will bring about. 
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28A. Kant believes each of our actions reflects at least 
one _______________: a rule, principle, or policy 
according to which one sees oneself as acting. 
 

28B. He also proposes that these rules we act 
upon function as _____________________ 
which command us to act accordingly. 

 

29. According to Kant, the sense of obligation we feel 
to behave morally comes from  
our _______________ alone - not our emotions, 
and certainly not our personal interests. 

 
30A. Kant’s Formula of __________________________ 

says it is wrong to involve a person in a scheme of 
action to which they could not consent. 

 

30B. In other words, one must not 
______________________ another person, 
treating them like a tool or a pawn in one’s 
own plans, and disregarding their ability to 
use their own reason to determine how they 
want to act. 

 

30C. One standard way that people use others as 
a “mere means” is _________________.  
(several possible answers) 

 
31. Kant famously insisted that it is never acceptable 

to ____________ to another person; hence, if an 
axe murderer asks you where your friend is, you 
would be obligated to respond honestly. 

 
33. Kant’s theory also says we must also sometimes be 

________________ to others, helping them achieve 
their own ends; but it doesn’t specify how often 
and in what circumstances we should do so. 

 
35A. Judith Jarvis Thomson points out that  

some people believe that _________________ is 
always wrong, and that we therefore ought to ban 
euthanasia, abortion, and assisted suicide; 

 

36B. …these people are likely to favor a 
______________________ approach to ethics. 

 

36C. In contrast, others who think that it doesn’t 
really matter how a death comes about are 
probably thinking about the issue in terms of 
_______________________ ethics. 

 
 
 
 

37. From a Kantian perspective, what is wrong with 
objectifying another person? Evaluate Kant’s 
proposal that marriage is the best way to prevent 
or eliminate the harm caused by objectification. 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
38A. In general, people tend to reason that one ought 

not to kill one to save five people in the 
________________ version of the Trolley Problem, 

 but ought to kill one to save five people in the 
_________________ version. 

 

38B. In other words, they respond to Bystander as 
if following a _____________________  
ethical principle, but respond to Footbridge as 
if obeying a _____________________ maxim. 

 
39A. Thomson suggests that people object more 

strongly to the _____________ killing of a human 
being by another human than to a death caused 
__________________ by an inanimate object. 

 

39B. In contrast to Thomson’s account, which 
focuses on the ____________________ people 
go through in trying to decide what is morally 
correct in each of the Trolley cases, 

 

39C. …Joshua Greene and colleagues say that 
people’s ____________________ cause them to 
arrive at different conclusions about the two 
Trolley Problem cases. 

 
* END OF EXAM * 


