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Take Home Exam #2 
 
Instructions 
− Answer as many questions as you are able to. 
− Please write your answers clearly in the blanks 

provided. Do the best you can to complete your 
answers in the space given.  

− Matching or fill-in-the-blank questions are worth  
1 point each. Partial credit may be given. 

− For short-answer questions,  
answer one of the two prompts for up to 3 points.  

− The maximum score is 82 points. 
− If you’re not sure, guessing is better than leaving    

a question blank.  
 
 
For 1A-1F,  
 

Ø Write D if the claim is descriptive,  
Ø and write N if the claim is normative. 

 
8A.  _____ Philosophy courses should be required 

in every college curriculum. 
 

8B.  _____ Philosophy encompasses  
a wide array of topics. 

 

8C.  _____ Reading, writing, and discussing 
philosophical views helps to improve 
one’s critical thinking skills. 

 

8D.  _____ Each student ought to complete their 8 
required discussion posts if they want 
to maximize their grade in the course. 

 

8E.  _____ It would be best for everyone in the 
class if every student participated in 
discussions and shared their ideas and 
perspectives. 

 

8F.  _____ It is fascinating to consider how many 
different philosophical views there are 
about commonplace ideas like free will 
and knowledge. 

 
2. _______________________ is an approach  

to social/political theory according to which the 
standards for acceptable/unacceptable behavior 
are established by mutual agreement of all 
citizens in a polity. 

 
 

3A-F are all claims about the state of nature: 
 

Ø write ‘H’ if it matches Hobbes’ view, 
Ø write ‘R’ if it matches Rousseau’s view, 
Ø write ‘B’ if it fits into both author’s views. 
Ø write ‘N’ if it fits into neither author’s view. 

 
3A.  _____  People aren’t driven to compete  

with one another,  
because there were plenty of resources 
for everybody to share.  

 

3B.  _____ Without a common power, it is a war of 
every man against every other. 

 

3C.  _____ All human beings are created equal. 
 

3D.  _____ Life is nasty, brutish, and short. 
 

3E.  _____  Human beings are naturally immoral. 
 

3F.  _____ Individuals had little interest in 
associating with one another,  
let alone fighting one another. 

 

3G.  _____ People demonstrated ‘social virtues’ 
like mercy, generosity, and friendship 
toward one another. 

 

3H. _____ Any two human beings would be 
willing to fight one another if they 
both wanted the same thing and 
couldn’t share it. 

 
4A&B. Thomas Hobbes wrote that humans left the 

state of nature because their _____________ & 
their ___________ compelled them to seek peace. 

 
5A. Hobbes’ definition of ________________________  

is “the not-performance of covenant” – in other 
words, breaking agreements with other people. 

 

5B. Accordingly, he thinks that the 
______________________ is not valid as a 
means of imposing justice upon a society 
unless each citizen can trust everyone else to 
keep up their end of the bargain. 

 

5C. Moreover, he thinks the only way to ensure 
that citizens can trust one another is to 
institute a ____________________________ 
who will terrify citizens into upholding justice 
out of fear of punishment. 
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For 7, answer one of the two short-answer prompts. 
 

A. Why did Hobbes believe that “nothing can be 
unjust” in the state of nature? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 

B. What problem does Hobbes think arises from 
the human “right to nature”?  How does he 
propose that humans solved that problem? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
8. Jean-Jacques Rousseau harshly criticized Hobbes 

for confusing human traits we acquired as a 
consequence of ___________________ with traits 
that belong to human nature. 

 

9A&B. Rousseau thought two features unique to 
human nature, _____________ & 
_________________, motivated people to leave  
the Golden Age behind and develop civilizations. 

For 10A-G, match the description with the letter of 
the corresponding term. Each term is used only once. 
 

a) authoritarianism      e) sentimentalism 
b) existentialism          f) socialism 
c) feminism                g) quietism 
d) liberalism 

 
 

10A. ____  The view that our moral judgments (about 
which actions are right/wrong) are made 
using our emotions, not our reasoning. 

 

10B.  ____ The attitude that it is useless to act upon the 
world because we have no way of knowing 
the impact of our choices – which Sartre 
insists that we should not adopt. 

 

10C. ____  The belief that the sexes (male/female) 
ought to be treated as equals, rather than in 
a hierarchy. 

 
 

10D. ____  The philosophical view that individuals 
define their own nature through their 
actions. 

 

10E.  ____ An approach to politics & economics which 
defends communal ownership of property 
as a means of promoting peace & equality. 

 

10F. ____  The view that a strong central leader is 
necessary for a government to keep its 
citizens in check by regulating their 
behavior. 

 

10G. ____ A political view on which a government 
only exerts enough social control necessary 
to establish & maintain equality among all 
citizens. 

 
11. According to Rousseau, the establishment of 

__________________________ was a particularly 
strong catalyst for social inequality and conflict 
between human beings. 

 
12A. Rousseau thinks _______________________ 

 is ‘illegitimate by nature’, because subjecting 
ourselves to it means acting against what reason 
tells us is in our best interest. 

 

12B. He insists that people elect leaders not to 
submit themselves to the rule of a sovereign, 
but rather to defend their ______________. 
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13. In the U.S., both “liberals” & “conservatives” 
support the same broad view of government,  
but they disagree on what constitutes  
the _____________ amount of government 
involvement in individuals’ lives necessary  
to establish equality. 
 

For 14, answer one of the two short-answer prompts. 
 
A. Why does Rousseau think human beings 

understood injustice in the state of nature, 
even if they had no legal system back then? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 

B. On Rousseau’s view, for what purposes  
did people form a social contract?  
What unforeseen outcomes did the social 
contract actually produce? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 

 

15. Virginia Held objects to the assumption  
that all human beings satisfy the idea of 
“______________________”, an individual who is 
ideally rational and devoted to maximizing his 
own well-being. 

 
16. Held explained that women & children were 

never intended to be included in social contracts, 
in part because they have mistakenly  
been thought to be closer to _____________,  
and thus less capable of exercising reason. 

 

17. Held supports a view called ________________, 
which proposes that the sort of relationships that 
are customary among family members should be 
cultivated among members of the society at large. 

 
18A. She argues that a focus on families exposes that 

equality consists not only in equal legal rights, but 
also in equal ________________________________. 

 

18B. Moreover, it shows us that power can be 
used to produce good behavior in others by 
_________________ them, rather than 
dominating or intimidating them. 

 
 
For 19, answer one of the two short-answer prompts 

(continued on page 4) 
 

A. Explain in your own words the two different 
feminist responses to contractarianism  
described by Held. Which of these responses  
does Held herself favor? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
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B. What does Held think liberalism is an 
“unsatisfactory” approach to government? 
What does liberalism fail to provide a society 
by seeing “respecting others as constituted by 
non-interference with them”? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
20. In contrast to Hobbes & Rousseau, Sartre insists 

there’s no such thing as ______________________. 
 
 

21. The central tenet of Sartre’s philosophy is 
expressed in the phrase 
“_____________________________________”, 
which means that a person is born without any 
particular identity; their identity is formed later, 
as a result of their choices.  
 

22A.  The one thing that all human beings have in 
common, according to Sartre, is the condition of  
having our own individual perspective and sense 
of oneself, also known as ___________________ _, 

 

22B. …but our individual sense of self also makes 
us aware of our ________________________: 
the fact that we can relate to all other human 
beings on the basis of this shared condition. 

 
23A. Sartre insists that each individual is not only 

___________________ for shaping themselves,  
but also for shaping all of humankind through  
one’s actions, 

 

23B. …which can lead us to feel _______________ 
 as a result of the pressure to make choices 
that define all of humanity. 

 

24A. Sartre agreed with Nietzsche that we do not 
need to be _______________ in order to be moral; 

 

24B. …in fact, he thinks we’d be better off  
if we stopped making ________________ 
for our behavior by blaming a higher power. 

 

25. “__________________________________________“ 
expresses the complicated condition of  
being forced to choose how to live, even though  
we did not choose to be alive in the first place. 

 

For 26, answer one of the two short-answer prompts. 
 

A. Explain the relationship of essence to existence 
for a paper-knife. Why do many people think  
the same relationship holds for humans? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 

B. How does existentialism support the normative 
conclusion that we ought to be self-reliant?   

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 



 
 

	   5 

For 27A-C,  
 

Ø write ‘N’ for ‘necessary’ or ‘S’ for ‘sufficient’  
in each blank to form complete, logical sentences. 

 

27A.	  Being female is a  _____ condition,                    
but not a _____ condition, for being a sister. 

 

27B. Eating a hamburger could be a  
_____ condition, but not a _____ condition,         
 for satisfying one’s hunger. 

 

27C. Many people take for granted that having   
free will is a _____ condition for having  
moral responsibility. 

 
28A. ________________ determinism is the view that 

everything happens the way it does because some 
divine figure planned or commanded that it be so, 

 

28B. …whereas ________________ determinism says 
everything happens according to a chain reaction 
going back to the beginning of the universe as a 
result of natural laws. 

 

29. Strawson & Churchland are both 
___________________, because they believe  
we can have moral responsibility for our actions 
even if we don’t have free will. 

 
30A. In order to have free will, our choices would 

have to be the _________________ of our actions, 
 

30B. …but according to Patricia Churchland,  
our choices are made by our _____________, 
which operate in accordance with 
determinism; 

 

31B. …consequently, it makes more sense to 
analyze difficult cases (like that of the man 
whose brain tumor made him a pedophile)  
by considering whether or not a person had  
_____________________ over their actions, 
rather than asking whether or not they had 
free will. 

 
31. Strawson says that we must take 

__________________ of our actions even if we 
aren’t ultimately responsible for them, because 
they are part of our lives and consciousness makes 
us feel responsible for whatever is ours. 

 
 
 
 

32. Churchland is a __________________, 
someone who thinks our approach to 
philosophical problems shouldn’t rely upon 
reasoning alone, but instead should make use      
of scientific methods & findings. 

 
For 33, answer one of the two short-answer prompts. 
 

A. According to Galen Strawson,  
what would it take for us to have “ultimate 
moral responsibility” for our actions?  
Why does he think this is impossible?  

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 

 
B. According to Churchland, why are we justified 

in punishing people for their actions, even if it 
is certain that they do not have free will? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
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34. A _________________ is a situation where            
we are stuck between two alternatives, both of which 
have undesirable consequences.  
 
35. Fascinatingly, Milgram’s experiment 

demonstrated that the mere 
____________________________ that someone  
has authority over them can significantly impact 
their behavior. 

 
36. Someone who doubts that Milgram’s experiment 

can be applied to predict how people behave in 
real life situations involving obedience might 
object that he experiment may not have 
___________________________. 

 
37. Philosopher Hannah Arendt coined the phrase 

‘___________________________________’  
to describe the upsetting idea that extremely 
immoral acts can be committed by totally 
ordinary people, and not just by monstrous, 
sadistic individuals. 

 
38A. One of the psychological strategies people 

adopted to cope with the conflict between their 
moral convictions and the command of an 
authority figure is to ______________________  
their victims, treating them as if they are  
naturally inferior & deserving of mistreatment; 

 

38B. however, since people do this to victims as a 
consequence of acting against them, it seems 
to be a _________________________________: 
an attempt to retroactively justify one’s 
mistreatment of others by fabricating a false 
story about why mistreatment was warranted. 

 
39A.  __________________ is a view of human 

behavior according to which the way a person 
acts has little to do with their moral character, 
but rather depends on the circumstances in which 
they find themselves. 

 

39B. Another way to look at this view of human 
behavior is to say that our actions are subject 
to ______________ determinism, once again 
challenging the commonplace idea that we act 
according to our own free will. 

 
* END OF EXAM * 

 
 


