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Take Home Exam #1 
 
Instructions 
− Answer as many questions as you are able to. 
− Please write your answers clearly in the blanks 

provided. Do the best you can to complete your 
answers in the space given.  

− Matching or fill-in-the-blank questions are worth 1 
point each. For short-answer questions, answer 
one of the two prompts for up to 3 points.  
Partial credit may be given. 

− The maximum score is 70 points. 
− If you’re not sure, guessing is better than leaving    

a question blank.  
 
 
Philosopher X writes these sentences (I and II) in the 
introduction of his essay:  
 

I. In this essay I argue that Locke’s view about 
where our ideas come from is incorrect.  

II. I will also defend my own claim that ideas are 
implanted in our heads by space aliens. 
 

1A. Which sentence describes X’s positive view?: ____ 
 

1B. Which sentence describes X’s negative view?:____ 
 
Turn the following claims into arguments by adding   
a reason in support of that claim, i.e., a premise.    
 

Ø Don’t forget to use a premise-flag, to signal 
that you’re providing a premise! 

 
2A. College should be free for everyone    
 
____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________. 
 
2B. Philosophy is worthy studying 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________. 
 

3A. If you find something wrong with an argument,  
it is appropriate to raise an _________________ 
against it, spelling out the error you see  
in the author’s reasoning. 

 
 
For 3B & 3C, name two things you can do in response 
to an argument after you’ve found and articulated a 
particular flaw in it. 
 

3B._________________________________________ 
 

3C._________________________________________ 
 
For 4A-4J, write the letter corresponding to the name 
of the fallacy next to the example of that fallacy. 
 

a) Ad Hominem                 f) Confirmation Bias 
b) Appeal to Authority       g) Hasty Generalization 
c) Appeal to Emotion         h) Red Herring   
d) Appeal to Tradition        i) Slippery Slope 
e) Bandwagon Fallacy       j) Strawman 

          
4A._____We shouldn’t eat at that restaurant;  

none of our friends like to eat there. 
 

4B. _____ Oprah said eating gluten is bad for your 
health, so it must be true. 

 

4C._____If we grant legal rights to human fetuses, then 
it’ll be illegal to eat omelettes because we’d 
be violating the rights of unborn chickens.  

 

4D._____Our visitor is British, so she will surely be 
expecting tea and crumpets for breakfast.   

 
4E._____We couldn’t possibly elect a female president; 

the president has always been a man. 
 

4F._____We can’t trust anything Karl Marx said 
because he’s a communist. 

 

4G._____Don’t take more food than you’ll eat:        
just think of all the starving children in 
developing countries.   

 

4H._____Those gun control activists just want to leave 
us all without any defenses against foreign 
military attacks. 

 

4I._____ Drake is a better rapper than Future: 
everyone on Drake’s official fan site agrees. 

 

4J._____Smoking is good for your health, because it 
makes you look mature and mysterious. 
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For each of the following sentences (5A-5E), fill in the 
blank with the best option from the word bank. 
 

auxiliary argument      warranted  
begs the question        questionable 
equivocation 

 
 

5A. Jamie wasn’t convinced by argument K, because 
its claim that babies don’t experience anything  
in the womb seemed to be a _________________ 
assumption, for which there is no general 
consensus among knowledgeable people. 

 
5B. Adrian read up on recent neuroscientific studies 

before stating in his argument that the brain 
changes in response to experience, in order to 
make sure that this claim was a _______________ 
assumption, backed by the consensus of 
contemporary neuroscientists.   

 
5C.  Linda realized that argument H was flawed 

because one of its premises assumed exactly what 
the author aimed to conclude. Thus, argument H 
is circular, or in other words, it 
_______________________. 

 
5D.  Since Jessica wasn’t sure that premise 3 of her 

argument would be obviously true to all of her 
readers, she decided to provide a(n) 
_________________________ to support it. 

 
5E.  Gerald objected to argument Q, saying that it only 

seems plausible if you read the word “right” with 
two different meanings in different premises.       
In other words, argument Q contained the fallacy 
of _________________________. 

 
 

6.   Suppose that researchers find that, in general,    
people who eat more spicy foods earn higher 
grades in school. In other words,  
academic performance and spicy food 
consumption are correlated.  

      Jo concludes from this data that eating spicy foods 
makes people smarter, and thus makes them earn 
high grades  

 
Jo has made the logical error of  
___________________________________________. 
 

7. Fallacix is marketed as a miracle drug that solves 
financial problems. Andy rushes out to the 
pharmacy to buy Fallacix, and takes it every day 
for a month.  
At the end of the month, Andy gets a big raise at 
work. Andy raves about the drug, saying that it 
really does solve financial problems, as promised 
in the commercials. 

 

What logical error has Andy made?  
___________________________________________ 

 
8. One way in which bad data-collection methods 

yield unreliable statistics occurs when researchers 
make a poor decision about what to use as a 
____________, or indicator, of the phenomenon 
they intend to measure. 

 
9A. Researchers who want to draw conclusions about 

a large population, but who cannot test or survey 
the entire population, ought to collect data  
from a _____________________________  
which has demographics resembling that of  
the whole population  

 
9B. The trouble with a sample which is too 

__________ is that it leads researchers to draw 
conclusions from a very limited set of data, 

 

9C. …much like committing the fallacy of 
_______________________________  
(two possible answers) 

 
9D. It’s important that researchers use a 

____________ sample from the whole 
population, in which every member has equal 
chance of being selected – otherwise, the 
sample might be biased. 

 
10. One should be careful when considering statistics 

that give the mathematical ____________ of a  
data set, since that figure can fail to capture  
how the data is distributed, and whether or not 
there were outliers.  

 
11A. When an argument uses a 

____________________ statistic as a premise, 
which doesn’t clearly provide any direct support 
for the argument’s conclusion, 

 

11B. …the argument commits a fallacy called a 
_______________, because the conclusion doesn’t 
follow logically from the premises. 
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12A.  The study of knowledge is called 
_________________,  

 

12B. …and as a starting point, we can say that 
someone with theoretical knowledge has a mind 
which is like a ____________ of the world, since 
their ideas & beliefs accurately reflect facts. 

 
13A. According to John Locke, we get all of our ideas, 

and ultimately our knowledge, from 
_________________; 

 

13B&C. More specifically, Locke said that we get 
simple ideas from ________________, and that 
we develop more complex & abstract ideas 
through ___________________. 

 
14A. Locke believes that we ought to reject 

_______________, the popular view (in his time) 
that people are born with innate ideas. 

 

 14B. Locke’s opponents thought some of our ideas 
are _______________, meaning that they exist in 
our minds before we have any experience, 

 
14C. …but Locke believed that when we are born, 
are minds are empty, like a ___________________. 

 
15. One might worry that Locke gives us a 

_______________________ in his main argument, 
by characterizing the issue of where we get our 
ideas from as having only two possible options 
when there might be additional alternatives. 

 
For 16, answer one of the two short-answer prompts. 
 

A. Explain (in your own words!) one of the 
arguments Locke gives against nativism, and 
explain whether or not you think this is a good 
argument. 

_______________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 

B. Choose one of the two implications of 
empiricism described by Locke. Summarize it 
briefly and explain whether or not you think 
the world is the way it would be if the 
implication was true. 

_______________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
For 17A-G, match the description with the letter of 
the corresponding term. Each term is used only once. 
 

a) empiricism          e) rationalism 
b) idealism              f)  reliabilism 
c) materialism         g) skepticism 
d) pragmatism 

 

17A. ____  The view that knowledge requires reliable 
ways of gathering evidence and drawing 
conclusions from that evidence. 

 

17B.  ____ The view that Locke & Hume held as their 
positive view about where our knowledge 
comes from. 

 

17C. ____  The philosophical tradition which analyzes 
issues in terms of the practical 
consequences of holding different views on 
those issues. 

 

17D. ____  The metaphysical view according to which 
physical objects exist independently of our 
minds. 

 

17E.  ____ The attitude held by someone who believes 
that if we don’t have sufficient evidence for 
x, then we should withhold belief about x. 

 

17F. ____  The metaphysical view Berkeley defended, 
according to which no material things 
really exist.  

 

17G. ____  An epistemological view which states that 
all knowledge comes from reason alone.  
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18A. Bertrand Russell argued that  
there is a crucial distinction between 
________________ and reality; 

 

 18B. …consequently, we cannot trust our 
___________ to give us reliable, trustworthy 
information about the real world. 

 

18C. Instead, he thinks the best we can say is that  
we get “_________________” from our 
immediate experiences – but not genuine 
knowledge about the existence or traits of 
physical objects. 

 
19. When two seemingly-true facts contradict  

each other, and we have to figure out which one 
is really true since they can’t both be true, 
philosophers call that a ___________________. 

 
20. Descartes famously argued that we have no way 

of being absolutely certain that we are 
experiencing reality and not a _____________, 
hallucination, or simulation. 

 
21. Descartes concludes in Meditation II that he 

cannot doubt that exists as a 
___________________ thing. 

 
22. His dictum “cogito, ergo sum” translates to 

_____________________________________. 
 
For 23, answer one of the two short-answer prompts. 
 

A. Why does Descartes “go straight for the basic 
principles on which all [his] former beliefs 
rested”, instead of doubting every single one 
of his beliefs individually? 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 

B. Describe Descartes’ “analogy of the wax” in 
your own words, and explain what point he 
ultimately draws from it. 

 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
24A. He considered the possibility that perhaps he 

could be certain that mathematical facts are real, 
but then realized that these mathematical facts 
could just be implanted in his mind by an 
_______________________________. 

 

24B. But since many people of his time believed 
that such a being must be supremely good,  
he instead decides to doubt everything his 
senses & memory tell him by pretending that 
he is being _________________ by an evil 
demon. 

 
25A. William James challenged the common 

assumption in epistemology, known as the 
_________________ view of truth, that true beliefs 
align with the facts & states of affairs of an 
objective reality. 

 

25B. He defended an _________________ view of 
true beliefs as those which help believers 
navigate practical challenges in their lives. 

 
26. James argued that the idea of an objective reality 

independent of thought or action was challenged 
by the _____________ of his era, in which rival 
theories could each be true insofar as they are 
useful for describing or explaining the data. 

 
27. James explained that pragmatism is 

________________, meaning that it allows that 
multiple (potentially contradictory) beliefs about 
an issue can all be true. 

 



 
 

	   5 

For 28, answer one of the two short-answer prompts. 
 

A. Explain (in your own words!) what James 
means when he says that “When old truth 
grows…by new truth’s addition,  
it is for subjective reasons.” 

��� 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 

B. Explain (in your own words!) the point James is 
making when he writes that “what is better  
for us to believe is true unless the belief 
incidentally clashes with some other  
vital benefit.” 

��� 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 

* END OF EXAM * 
 


